





































THE 


UNITED BRETHREN’S 
MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCER, 


AND 


Religious jaiscellany; 


CONTAINING THE MOST RECENT ACCOUNTS RELATING TO THE UNITED BRETHREN’S 
MISSIONS AMONG THE HEATHEN ; WITH OTHER INTERESTING COM- 
MUNICATIONS FROM THE RECORDS OF THAT CHURCH. 





No. 6.] SECOND QUARTER, 1832. [Vou. IV. 











[From the “Periodical Accounts,” &e. published in London.] 


CENTENARY JUBILEE OF THE UNITED BRETHREN’S MISSIONS 
AMONG THE HEATHEN. AUGUST 21ST, 1832. 


On this day, the Church of the United Brethren will have com- 
pleted the hundredth year of her Missionary labors. It was on 
the 21st of August, in the year 1732, that two young brethren, 
Leonard Dober, and David Nitschman, members of the congrega- 
tion at Herrnhuty set out to convey the glad tidings of a Saviour’s 
love to the poor negro slaves in the island of St.'Thomas. Alike 
unmoved by the remonstrances of well-meaning friends, and by 
the scoffs of open or disguised enemies, they pressed onward to- 
ward the scene of their apparently hopeless warfare, nor did the 
prospect of the manifold trials and persecutions which awaited 
them, shake their steadfast purpose, to spend, and to be spent, for 
the conversion of the most despised and oppressed of the human 
race. Their immediate successors in this arduous field were 
imbued with similar devotedness to Curist, and love for the souls 
of men; nor is it possible to peruse the simple, yet instructive 
narratives of the first missionaries in Greenland, North America, 
Surinam, and Labrador, without being impressed with the convic- 
tion, that they were men, who, though plain and unlettered, had 
been with Jesus, were led by His Spirit, and sustained by his all- 
sufficient grace. The work which they so happily commenced, 
has been meanwhile extended beyond the most sanguine expecta- 
tions of its first promoters; a third generation of laborers will 
soon have passed away, leaving behind them evidence, the most 
cheering and indisputable, that their Lord and Master has been 
pleased to accept their imperfect services, and to crown them with 
His abundant blessing. Herein we do greatly rejoice, yea, and 
we will rejoice; at the same time, that we thankfully adore the 
grace of Gop our Saviour, who has been pleased to choose the 
foolish things of the world to confound the wise ; the weak things 
of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and base 
things of the world, and thing's that are despised, yea, and things 
that are not, to bring to nought things that are; that no flesh 
should glory in his presence. 

Vor. IV.—31 
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* In a publication whose sole object is to magnify the grace of 
Gop our Saviour, displayed toward the most benighted Heathen, 
it is thought that a few pages may suitably and profitably be 
devoted to an estimate of the true nature and principles of the 
Brethren’s Missionary work, and a brief review of the unmerited 
blessings which have marked its progress during the latter years 
of the closing century. 

I. The Church of the United Brethren, from the very period of 
its regeneration, in the year 1727, may be said to have assumed a 
decidedly missionary character. ‘The object of its members was 
not merely the foundation of an asylum for souls weary of the 
world, and desirous of spiritual communion with Curist, and 
with each other, but likewise the establishment of an institution, 
in which should be trained messengers and witnesses of the truth, 
in Christendom and in Heathen lands. In proof of the correct- 
ness of this remark, it may be sufficient to allude to the very pecu- 
liar constitution of the household of Count Zinzendorf, the honored 
instrument in the hand of Gop, for the renewal and extension of 
the Brethren’s Unity.* From the company of Brethren and Sis- 
ters who attended him, on his many journeys and voyages, and 
among whom were persons in various ranks of life, were selected 
not a few of-the first missionaries of the Church, during the ear- 
lier period of its existence. The language of these devoted men 
(and long may it find a response in the breast of all our missionary 
brethren, ) was that of the Apostle Paul, in his epistle to the Ephe- 
sians ; Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this 
grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the un- 
searchable riches of Curist. 

Il. But the motives which prompted them to engage in a work, 
at that period too generally neglected by the Protestant Churches, 
are especially deserving of consideration. They were at once the 
simplest and the most powerful that can be conceived; fervent 
love to Curist, gratitude for what He had done and suffered for 
them, and an ardent desire to render others, through his grace, 
partakers of His great salvation. Our first brethren looked upon 
their own endeavors as the necessary and spontaneous fruit of 
the love of Curist, shed abroad in their hearts by the Hory 
Guost ; they claimed no merit on account of them, sought no 
human applause, made no boast that they did more than others. 
The works which they performed, and the great things which they 
suffered, for the sake of our Lord and Master, were at the time 
unknown to the world at large, rehearsed but seldom in the ears of 
their fellow Christians, and but partially revealed to the members 
of their own Communion. And now that they have been drawn 
forth from the obscurity which veiled their achievement, are we 
not too ready to contemplate them with a feeling akin to incredu- 


* For a further account of this remarkable institution, which went, ordinarily, by 
the name of the Pilgrim or Missionary Congregation, the reader is referred to 
Holmes’ History of the Brethren, Vol. I. ch. ii. p. 265. 
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lous admiration ; thus appearing to be strangers to the constrain- 
ing power of the love of Curist, and the wondrous efficacy of 
faith in Him, to which alone such effects are to be ascribed. 

III. Nor ought we ever to lose sight of the principles on which 
this great work was commenced and carried forward. Of these 
it would be difficult to find a better illustration, than that which 
is afforded by the covenant voluntarily entered into by the three 
first missionaries in Greenland, in the year 1735, under circum- 
stances of peculiar pressure. It consisted of the following reso- 
lutions :— 

1. “ We will never forget that we came hither, resting ourselves 
upon Gop our Saviour, in whom all the nations of the earth shall 
be blessed, not on the principle of sight, but of faith. 

2. “The redemption wrought out for us by Curist, through 
His own blood, shall be our chief doctrine, which we will con- 
firm by our words and actions, as Gop shall give us ability ; and 
by this we will endeavor to bring the Heathen to the obedience 
of faith. 

3. “ We will each acknowledge and value the spiritual grace 
conferred upon the other, in honor prefer one another mutually, 
and be subject to each other in the Lorp. 

4. “We will steadfastly maintain brotherly discipline, admoni- 
tion, and correction, according to the rule of Curist, and will 
withdraw from any one who swerves from the purity of the 
Gospel, until he shall humble himself before Gop and his 
brethren. 

5. “We will do our outward labor in the name of the Lorp, 
and if any one is remiss, we will remind him of his duty; yet we 
will not be over anxious for externals, but cast our care upon 
Him who feeds the sparrows, and clothes the flowers of the 
field.” 

What blessed results might not be expected to follow the general 
adoption and faithful observance of the foregoing maxims, by all 
who go forth to preach the Gospel to the Heathen ! 

IV. The second of the above resolutions, which relates to the 
doctrine to be taught by the servants of Curist, calls, however, 
for a more distinct notice. ‘To some it may appear strange, that, 
after so solemnly declaring, that the redemption purchased for 
sinners by the blood of Curist should be the chief topic of their 
addresses to the Heathen, our brethren in Greenland should have 
neglected, for three whole years, to lay this subject before their 
hearers, in its simplest, and, as the event proved, its most striking 
form. But this circumstance, which was manifestly ordained by 
Gop for wise and gracious purposes, admits of a satisfactory ex- 
planation. That the doctrine of the cross of Curist was that in 
which the missionaries gloried, that they had experienced its divine 
power in their own hearts, and that they did not forget to proclaim 
it to the Heathen around them, cannot be called in question ; but 
they had still to learn that the plainest and most unadorned exhi- 
bition of it, is the most efficacious ; and that, for a right reception 
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of the-eternal truth, that the Son of Gop died for the salvation of 
sinners, no preparation is required, either by Jew or Gentile, 
bond or free, barbarian or civilized, beyond that conviction of 
individual guilt and need, which the Hoty Spirit produces in the 
human heart. 

This lesson the Lorp was pleased to teach them, by means of 
the memorable conversion of Kayarnak. This man, it should 
always be borne in mind, came froma remote part of the country, 
into which no Christian teacher had hitherto found his way; he 
was consequently destitute even of that partial illumination, to 
which some of his countrymen had attained: yet his heart the 
Lorp opened, and the key by which it was unlocked, was the sim- 
ple, but deeply affecting narrative of the Redeemer’s agony in the 
garden of Gethsemane, as recorded by the evangelists. ‘The ex- 
clamation of the poor Heathen—* Tell me that once more, for I 
too wish to be saved,” proves, that divine light had broken in upon 
his soul, and that he was enabled to see and understand the con- 
nexion between the sufferings of Curist and the salvation of 
sinners. ‘The preaching of the cross, which to the wise and self- 
righteous is foolishness and weakness, hereby approved itself to 
him as the power of Gop, and the wisdom of Gop.* Nor have 
the Brethren failed to profit by the instruction which this incident 
was calculated to supply. From that time (viz. from the year 
1738,) the meritorious sufferings and death of Curist, with their 
blessed consequences, have been the favorite theme of their 
ministry, whether among Christians or Heathen. And of this 
theme, they are, through grace, determined never to grow 
weary. 

V. The effects produced by this alteration in the Brethren’s 
mode of teaching, soon became apparent in every portion of the 
field they were called to occupy ; and to this day, they are such 
as to excite the grateful astonishment of all who are interested in 
the promotion of true godliness. But to the man of the world, 
and the mere philanthropist, the whole appears so unintelligible, 
that the practice of the Brethren in this respect, notwithstanding 
repeated explanations, and evidence the most incontrovertible, 
continues to be exposed to well-meaning misrepresentation. The 
public are still told that the plan of the Moravian Missionaries, is, 
first to civilize the Heathen, and then to labor for their conversion 
to Christianity ; an assertion than which ‘nothing can. be more 
erroneous. It is indeed true, that the Brethren neither despise 
nor neglect the moral cultivation, or civil improvement of their 
converts. These objects they desire always to keep in view, and 
to promote, according to the means and opportunities afforded to 
them; but itis equally true, that the preaching of the Gospel inva- 
riably precedes and accompanies this work, and that, according as 
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* In Loskiel’s History of the Mission among the North American Indians, Part 
II. p. 14, may be found an additional and most interesting elucidation of the views 


and practice of the Brethren’s Church on this subject, from the mouth of an Indian 
convert. 
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the message of divine love is received or disregarded, do the mis- 
sionaries succeed or fail in their attempts at outward melioration. 
Such being the case, the Brethren’s Church is anxious once more 
to disclaim, in the most unqualified manner, the praise bestowed 
upon her by a certain class of eulogists, who, however well- 
informed on other subjects, and highly respectable as- to their 
character and talents, are evidently unacquainted with the secret 
springs and genuine principles of missionary exertion. 

We now proceed to a short retrospect of the progress of the 
Brethren’s Missions, during the last ten years, which will be found 
to embrace thre® circumstances, particularly worthy of being 
gratefully recorded. 

1. Notwithstanding the smallness of our Church, and the 
diminution, rather than the increase, of its members, the number 
of missionaries has, during this period, been greatly augmented, 
and the field of useful activity proportionably enlarged. In the 
year 1820, the laborers of both sexes amounted to 161, and the 
stations to 32; at the close of 1831, the former had increased to 
209, and the latter to 41. When it is further taken into consi- 
deration, that, within the same space of time, nearly a hundred 
vacancies, occasioned by the decease or retirement of missionaries, 
have been supplied, it is impossible not to feel the high and unde- 
served honor conferred on the Brethren’s Church, by her adorable 
Lord and Head, in His acceptance of so many of her sons and 
daughters, for the service of His missionary vineyard. We thank 
Him especially, that among their ranks are still to be found not a 
few descendants of His departed servants, whom He has rendered 
willing, in the day of His power, to enter into the labors of their 
fathers, and, even to the third generation, to deny themselves, take 
up their cross, and follow Him. 

In regard to the extension of the work itself, it may still be 
observed, that, within the last ten years, 13 new stations have been 
formed, viz. FrEDERICKSTHAL, in Greenland ; OocuGELoey, in 
the Cherokee country; Farrrietp, New Carmel, Mesopotamia, 
and New Fuuneck, in Jamaica; Cepar-HaLL, in Antigua; 
Mount Tasor, in Barbadoes ; Montcomery, in Tobago; Voor- 
zorG, in the colony of Surinam; Exim, Hemet-en-AarpDe, and 
Surton, (on the Klipplaat,) in South Africa. A fourteenth is in 
course of establishment, at Hespron, on the coast of Labrador. 
Four have been discontinued, GosHEN, on the Muskingum, among 
the Delaware Indians; Otp Carmet, in Jamaica; the station 
among the Calmucks, in the neighborhood of Astrachan, and Voor- 
zone, in Surinam. New doors continue to be opened for the 
extension of the missionary work, especially in some of the West 
India Islands, into which, if it be the Lorp’s will, the Brethren 
hope in due time to enter. 

2. A second subject of gratitude to Gop, is, that the means re- 
quired for the prosecution of this blessed work, have not been 
withheld, but have hitherto kept pace with its extension. While 
our internal resources have declined, our missionary expenditure 
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has gradually increased. To bear this burden would have been 
altogether out of our power, and the Lorp was therefore graciously 
pleased to raise up friends and benefactors, in other branches of 
His Church universal, through whose liberality we have been 
enabled, not only to maintain our ground, but even to enlarge our 
borders. Associations, composed of Christian Brethren of differ- 
ent communions, were successively formed, in London, Edinburg, 
Glasgow, and other places, for the express purpose of ministering 
to our outward necessities ; and it is mainly to their zealous and 
disinterested exertions, that we are to ascribe, under Gop, the 
freedom from pecuniary embarrassments, which we have latterly 
enjoyed. A wonderful instance of the providential care of our 
heavenly Father, which is enhanced by the consideration, that the 
establishment of these institutions was a spontaneous act of Chris- 
tian affection and sympathy, neither solicited nor materially aided 
on our part! To all our esteemed Christian friends and benefac- 
tors, we beg to tender our warmest and most grateful acknowledg- 
ments. What they have done unto the least of the brethren of 
Curist, they have done unto Himself; and we are asssured, that 
He will not forget their services of love, when He comes in the 
glory of His Father, as the Judge of the quick and the dead. 

The divine blessing has also continued to rest on the endeavors 
of the Brethren’s Society in London, for the furtherance of the 
Gospel, to provide for the support of the mission in Labrador. Its 
members desire to recognise, with peculiar thankfulness to Gop, 
the protection vouchsafed to the little bark, which for 60 years 
has traversed in safety the northern ocean, and, though exposed 
to frequent, and sometimes appalling dangers from sunken rocks, 
floating ice, fogs, and other obstacles to navigation, abounding on 
that rugged coast, has been enabled to maintain uninterrupted, a 
connexion, as cheering to our.missionaries and their Brethren at 
home, as it is indispensable to the very existence of the mission. 
Though at present involved in heavy expenses, owing to the form- 
ation of a fourth settlement, and the necessity of building a new 
and somewhat larger vessel, the Society desire to cast their care 
upon the Lorp, who, in former periods of difficulty and embar- 
rassment, has graciously approved Himself as their helper. 

The Brethren’s Society at Bethlehem, Penn., for Propagating 
the Gospel among the Heathen, has likewise of late years been 
enabled to afford more efficient aid, than formerly, to the mission- 
ary fund of our Church. 

3. We have further to record, with devout and humble gratitude, 
the great success wherewith it has pleased the Lorp to accompany 
the ministry of our Brethren in heathen lands. Of this success, we 
are well aware that the numerical increase of our Gentile congre- 
gations is not a sure criterion, though it cannot but be encourag- 
ing to know, that since the year 1821, an addition has been made to 
the number of Heathen under the care of our Missionaries, of more 
than 10,000 souls, of whom the majority are in actual church 
fellowship. It is to the evidence of genuine conversion to Curist, 
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of growth in grace, and in His love and knowledge, and of a life 
conformed to His blessed commandments, that we desire more 
particularly to look; and to the praise of His holy name, we can 
declare, that such manifestations of His divine power, and of the 
work of His Holy Spirit in the hearts of our Gentile brethren, 
have been abundantly vouchsafed to us. In every part of our 
Missionary field, some of the seed sown has sprung up, and in 
due time has produced the fruits of a lively faith, as exhibited in 
the rejection of heathenish superstitions, the avoidance of hurtful 
lusts which war against the soul, and the following after that ho- 
liness, without which no man shall see the Lorv. In general, it 
may be remarked, that where the god of this world has had for 
his chief auxiliaries, the darkness, licentiousness, and cruelty of 
Paganism, the triumph of the cross has been the most remarkable 
and complete; on the other hand, where his opposition has been 
strengthened by the selfishness and depravity of professing Chris- 
tians, the struggle has been the most severe, and the trials and 
disappointments the greatest. 

The first century of the Missionary labors of the Brethren’s 
Church, closes under circumstances widely different from those 
which marked its commencement. Poverty and obscurity, hard- 
ships and dangers of every kind, were the portion of her earliest 
messengers to the Heathen, all which they cheerfully endured, or 
triumphantly overcame. Their successors in our day have com- 
paratively few of these trials to encounter, but they are exposed 
to others perhaps equally painful, and more calculated to move 
them from their steadfastness. Like their forerunners, they are 
called to quit their native land, their families and friends, to 
devote themselves, with every power of soul and body, to the 
spiritual good of Heathen, in various stages of barbarism, and 
perchance, to risk the loss of health and of life, by exposure to an 
ungenial or a pestilential climate: but, excepting in some particu- 
lar cases, such as the establishment of a new station on a desolate 
and tempestuous coast, as at Fredericksthal, in Greenland, or the 
planting of the Gospel in an African wilderness, like that watered 
by the Klipplaat, the haunt of wild beasts and wilder men, or 
under circumstances like those attending the late insurrection of 
the negro slaves in the island of Jamaica, our Brethren and Sis- 
ters, generally speaking, are not exposed to those peculiar perils 
which attended the commencement of the Missions in Greenland 
and Labrador, in the Danish islands and in Surinam, or the pro- 
gress of that among the North American Indians. In almost 
every part of the world, they at present enjoy the protection of 
the constituted authorities, and the good-will of the Heathen 
around them, and few of late have been the instances of any 
attempt, on the part of either, to abridge their Christian liberty, 
or to interfere with the prosecution of their important call to 
preach the Gospel. Their external situation has, in the mean time, 
been improved; the generous aid of Christian benefactors enabling 
the Directors of our Missions to increase the scanty supplies, 
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which were all that our Church could, in former days, contribute 
from her penury. For the measure of economy with which the pe- 
cuniary concerns of our several stations are still conducted, we are 
bound to express our thankfulness; and not less for the faithful 
industry of those Brethren and Sisters, to whom opportunities 
and means are afforded of providing, either wholly or in part, for 
their own maintenance, at the same time that they set a useful 
example of diligence to their converts. Yet we are fully sensible, 
that the increased advantages enjoyed by our Missionary Brethren, 
in the present day, and which none are more ready to acknow- 
ledge than themselves, are attended with new and multiplied 
trials. Of these, one of the most obvious is, the difficulty of 
maintaining the needful oversight and control over large and in- 
creasing congregations; and none is more dangerous or more 
destructive of missionary usefulness, than a disposition, to which 
the infirmity of the flesh affords but too ready an entrance, to 
slacken zeal, to shrink from self-denial, to shun the cross, and to 
be satisfied with the good opinion of men, instead of seeking the 
honor which cometh from Gop only. 

We cannot conclude this subject without calling upon all our 
friends and well-wishers, to join us in fervent prayer to the Lorp, 
that He would preserve the Brethren’s Church from sending forth 
into the missionary field, any laborers but such as, (disposed as 
they may be, to accept with thankfulness, and enjoy with mode- 
ration, whatever outward comforts may fall to their lot,) are pre- 
pared to surrender them all at their Master’s bidding, and to 
endure hardships as good soldiers of Jesus Curist; yea, should 
he require it, to lay down their lives for His sake. 

* May the Lorp in mercy continue His blessing on this, and 
every similar effort to make known His saving word among 
various nations of the earth. _To all who feel interested in the 
spiritual and temporal welfare of their fellow-men, the effects of 
that preached word are so many proofs of its divine power, ren- 
dered manifest under all circumstances, in human beings of every 
age and station, and at different times and seasons. The plain 
and unadorned narratives of our Missionaries have afforded en- 
couragement, not only to us, but also to other servants of Curist, 
to persevere in the same blessed work, and have strengthened the 
conviction of our hearts, that it is only by faith-in our crucified 
Saviour, that men are turned from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto Gop. 

Now unto Him that is able to keep us from falling, and to pre- 
sent us faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding 
joy; to the only wise Gov, our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 
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[From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.] 


MEMOIR 


Of the Life of Brother Mattnew Wien, Missionary for forty-one 
years among the Negroes in the Danisu West Inp1a IsLanps, 
who departed at Herrnuvt, November 1st, 1827. 


Extracted from his own Manuscript. 


“IT was born on the 13th of November, 1744, at Tanslet, in 
the island of Alsen, on the coast of Jutland, whence my parents 
afterward removed to Satrup, in the neighboring island of Sunde- 
wit. They always manifested great anxiety to keep me out of bad 
company, and to bring me up in the fear of the Lorv. They 
taught me betimes to read the Bible, and to pray to Gop both 
morning and evening; and while thus engaged, I frequently ex- 
perienced the powerful drawings of divine grace, and the blessed 
instruction of the Holy Spirit. 

“The following circumstance, which occurred when I was eight 
years old, I cannot omit to mention, on account of the influence 
which it exercised upon my mind, during the vicissitudes of my 
future life. My father once had a visit from a seafaring man, who 
entered into conversation with him in my presence, in the course 
of which he related many interesting stories. ‘These narratives 
were, however, interspersed with dreadful oaths, such as I had never 
before had the least idea of, and which filled my mind with horror 
and distress. My mother having a few days after prayed with me 
before I retired to rest, according to her usual custom, as soon as 
she had withdrawn, the profane expressions of the stranger recur- 
red to my mind in the most lively manner. I immediately be- 
sought the Lorp, that He would have mercy upon me, and grant 
me the teaching of His Holy Spirit, that, unlike that unfortunate 
man, who seemed to have yielded himself up to be a slave of 

Satan, I might become a child of Gop, and an heir of eternal hap- 
piness. T he comfortable feeling which pervaded my soul on this 
occasion, I am unable to describe in words. The love of Gop was 
shed abroad in my heart, and I received a comfortable assurance 
that he had graciously heard my prayer. Ah, when I reflect upon 
these early manifestations of the love and grace of my Saviour, 
and consider that He, and not I, maintained unbroken the cove- 
nant into which he was pleased to enter with me, I sink ashamed 
at His feet, and exclaim, Thy faithfulness, O Jesus, is everlasting ; : 
of this, my whole life has afforded numberless proofs to the praise 
of Thy holy name! I retained this childlike simplicity, and ten- 
der love to our Saviour, till I reached my ninth year. About this 
time, my father brought me and one of my younger brothers to 
my grand-parents in the island of Alsen; and although I met with 
nothing in their house that was contrary to morality and decorum, 
I suffered not a little by my intercourse with other children. My 
father having married a second time, I returned home and resumed 
Vou. 1V.—32 
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my attendance at school. ‘The thought now often occurred with 
force to my mind,—-a great change must take place with thee, if 
thou art to be a child of Gop, and attain to eternal happiness ;— 
but too frequently was this conviction obliterated by the natural 
levity of my disposition; and, from a desire to please others, I 
was guilty of many things for which, in hours of solitude, 1 felt 
self-condemned. [rom time to tiie, f was reminded by the good 
Spirit of Gop, of the vows which I had made already in my eighth 
year; the recollection afiected me much, and always led me to 
repentance and earnest prayer for the forgiveness of my sins, and 
for a renewal of the assurance that the Lorp had accepted me as 
His child; nor was I left without the spiritual consolation which 
Isought. But alas! even these visitations of grace were too 
soon forgotten. ‘The conviction of my ingratitude to a gracious 
and merciful Father, made me at length fear to approach Him: 
I thought within myself, that I had so often promised amendment 
without giving any proofs of it, that I could not hope to be re- 
ceived by him. My education, though well-meant, was not calcu- 
lated to promote my advance in spirituality, and I found myself 
gradually sinking into doubt and despair. When I read in the 
Scriptures, how Gop, in the earlier periods of the human race, 
had condescended to hold converse with man, and especially how 
the Lord Jesus had healed the sick, and manifested His compas- 
sion and His grace to all poor sinners, comforting them with 
words of mercy, and associating with them in their habitations, I 
could not help thinking, that the people who lived at that time 
were truly happy, and wishing that I had been one of their num- 
ber; without giving it a thought that I might probably have been one 
of those who cried out, “‘ Crucify him, crucify him.” Nevertheless, 
such meditations were always more or less profitable unto me; 
they caused me to feel a longing after spiritual enjoyments, and 
sometimes a desire after an eternal home, such as I cannot describe. 

“In my fifteenth year, I heard, for the first time, of the exist- 
ence of the Brethren’s Church. I was told that there were certain 
people living in Saxony, who loved the Lord Jxesus, and dwelt 
together in brotherly union, as in the days of the apostles. ‘This 
account made a deep impression on my mind, and notwithstanding 
the load of depravity of which I was painfully conscious, I felt the 
sincerest satisfaction to know that there was really a people upon 
earth who were so closely united in Curist our Saviour. Not 
long after, I became acquainted with a man who had visited a con- 
gregation of the Brethren, and who now lived with a separatist in 
our village. This man testified boldly of the free grace of Gon, 
abounding to all poor sinners through the sacrifice of Jesus, of 
the utter worthlessness of all attempts to please Gop without a 
lively faith, and of the hatefulness of that self-righteousness in which 
the Pharisee places his confidence. This doctrine came home to 
my heart with a divine power. I felt persuaded that it was the 
truth of Gop, and that the peace and happiness of the sinner 
depended upon his reception of it. The description which this 
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person gave of a congregation of the Brethren, whose members, 
he said, were solely intent upon the enjoyment of the Saviour’s 
love and merits, and upon living to Him in this world, excited in 
me such a desire to belong to that people, that I should have 
solicited immediate fellowship with them, had there appeared the 
smallest prospect of the accomplishment of my wishes. I must, 
however, confess, with humiliation, that at the period referred to, 
I was still very deficient in true simplicity, and in thankfulness of 
heart for the crumbs of spiritual instruction which fell to my share. 
Owing to this defect, I reaped but little advantage from the lauda- 
ble custom which obtained in my father’s house, of edifying our- 
selves together, by the reading of religious books, and uniting in 
family prayer both morning and evening. In all that I heard and 
read, there seemed to be too little concerning our Saviour and 
His atonement, and I therefore felt disposed to treat it with 
indifference. 

‘In my sixteenth year, I received the usual instruction, pre- 
paratory to my admission to the Lord’s Supper. Both at my 
solemn confirmation, aud at my subsequent enjoyment of the 
Holy Sacrament, my heart was deeply impressed with the love of 
Jesus, and I felt a renewed desire to live to Him who had shed 
His blood upon the cross for me. Soon afier, I was apprenticed 
to my father, whose trade was that of a watchmaker. I now 
made it my study, carefully to avoid all unnecessary intercourse 
with others; selecting my companions as much as possible from 
those, who appeared to be like-minded with myself in seeking the 
salvation of their souls. 

‘‘The individual above-mentioned, from whom I had heard so 
favorable an account of the Brethren, resided at this time in our 
village, and I often visited him, with a blessing to my heart. 
Some expressions of which he had made use in reference to the 
doctrine taught by the clergy, having been reported to them, (as 
is generally the case, with various exaggerations and perversions, ) 
the minds of the latter were not a little imbittered against him. 
My connexion with him was so generally known, that [ could not 
hope altogether to escape animadversion. In fact, it was not long 
before I was summoned before the minister of the parish, by 
whom I had been instructed and confirmed, and subjected to 
a severe examination. The object of this interview was to 
make me suspect the soundness of the doctrine taught by the 
Brethren, or the Herrnhuters, as they were then called. In the 
course of conversation, the minister stated that he had thought 
better of me, than to suppose I should keep up any connexion 
with these heretics; at the same time, he offered me his further 
instruction in regard to any passages of Scripture which I did not 
quite understand. He was very vehement, and threatened, that if 
I formed any further acquaintance with these deceivers, who, 
under various pretexts, endeavored secretly to insinuate them- 
selves, and had already obtained some adherents, especially in 
Flensburg and Sonderburg, he would denounce them publickly 
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from the pulpit—a menace which in the sequel he too frequently 


put in practice. 


In great distress, I assured him that I was in 


search of nothing but the salvation of my soul, and that it had 
never come into my mind to forsake the true doctrines of holy 
writ; upon which he dismissed me. His denunciations, however, 


failed to produce the desired effect. 


I thought within myself, the 


minister is full of the spirit of bitterness, and does not appear to 
be under the influence of the meek and lowly Spirit of Jesus 
Curist; he is doubtless unacquainted with the people against 


-whom he speaks so violently. 


Yet I was glad to have obtained 


from him the desired information where these people might be 


found. 


“Some time after, I had an opportunity of conversing with 
Brother Eric Brau, who visited occasionally at Flensburg. He 
asked me if I wished to become the property of our Saviour, who 
had purchased and redeemed me, g lost and condemned sinner, 
from the power of Satan and of sin, not with gold or silver, but 
with his own most precious blood; and if I would live for Him 


alone in this world? 
his further affectionate admonitions. 


I was greatly moved by this address, and by 
I now visited the Brethren 


in Sonderburg, and likewise sought for spiritual acquaintance with 
several persons in our neighborhood, who were in search after 
I obtained several of the Brethren’s pub- 
lications, which I communicated to them, but notwithstanding the 
secrecy with which this was done, it did not long remain concealed 
from the minister, who had always a watchful eye upon me. 
Without at all examining into the truth of the report which 
reached his ear, he proceeded to warn his congregation from the 
pulpit, to beware of false prophets, and of wolves who sought to 
enter the fold disguised in sheep’s clothing. So far did he carry 
his enmity to the Brethren’s doctrine, that from this time forward 
his discourses lost even the little of an evangelical character which 
they formerly exhibited, the greatest care being taken that no 
expression should occur in them which might savor of Herrnhut- 
ism. O may this well meaning but mistaken man obtain a share 
in that mercy, which our blessed Redeemer implored in behalf of 
those who crucified Him, when He exclaimed on the cross, “ Fa- 
ther, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” He had 
indeed a zeal, but not according to knowledge. My father, who 
loved peace, and was moreover a good friend of the minister, took 
these proceedings so much to heart, that his health suffered mate- 
At the same time he was unwilling to lay 
any hindrance in the way of my connexion with the Brethren, but, 
on the contrary, appeared himself to be more intent upon seeking 


the one thing needful. 


rially in consequence. 


the salvation of his soul. 


Many of my associates were, however, 


so far influenced by what they heard, that they kept aloof from 
our religious meetings, and at length fell into a state of spiritual 


indifference. 


“As to myself, I had still much to learn. 
myself as a poor helpless sinner, nor had I found forgiveness of 


I did not yet know 
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my sins in the blood and death of Jesus; in fact, I was no better 
than a secret slave of sin and unrighteousness, although others 
looked upon me as a truly religious man. I criticised the doctrine 
and the conduct of our poor minister, till my own heart felt dry 
and dead, and I became quite confused on the subject of religion. 
If Il wished in my distress to turn to the Lord Jesus, my heart 
seemed closed against Him. My mind resembled a restless ocean. 
Unbelief and enmity to our Saviour increased to such a degree, 
that if the thing had been possible, I should have rid myself of 
every serious thought, and taken refuge in absolute infidelity. 
from this abyss I was, however, preserved by the gracious hand 
of my Redeemer. The Lorp was pleased to make use of an 
alarming illness that befel my father, as a means of drawing me 
to Himself. For half a year, my father was so ill of a consump- 
tive disorder, that there appeared little hope of his recovery. My 
distress was great, not only on account of the love I bore him, 
but also because his removal at this time, threatened to render 
abortive a plan which I had formed to retire to a settlement of the 
Brethren. I felt, that, in this case, it would be my duty to remain 
with my mother, and my younger brothers and sisters, and to 
assist in providing for them. My only resource was to cast my- 
self on the mercy of my Saviour. I cried to Him out of the depths 
of my misery, and He graciously heard me, and gave me the con- 
solatory assurance, that He would cause all things to work toge- 
ther for my present and eternal good. His peace filled my heart, 
and I was enabled to believe in Him, and to make a complete 
surrender of spirit, soul, and body, into His gracious hands. 
Shortly after, my dear father began to recover, to the great joy of 
us all, a circumstance which I considered as a seal to the gracious 
promises already vouchsafed unto me. He lived not fewer than 
forty-three years after this illness. 

‘I now obtained permission to leave home, and, in the year 
1767, I repaired to Flensburg, where I became acquainted with a 
number of the Brethren and Sisters, and attended their meetings ; 
yet, I still felt reluctant to converse unreservedly with others on 
the state of my own heart. I thought that none of those with 
whom I was connected, was so thoroughly depraved as myself. 
Though I had received grace, I was still subject to many varia- 
tions in my religious experience, with the nature of which I was 
unwilling that others should be acquainted. The Hoty Spirit, 
however, by degrees, revealed to me the depth of my self-love, 
and showed me the hurtful consequences of my attempts to appear 
to others better than I really was. I had grace given me to profit 
by His teaching, and to cast myself, as a wayward child and a 
sinner worthy of condemnation, upon the mercy of my Lord 
and Saviour, beseeching Him to stem the torrent of that self- 
complacency which threatened me with so much spiritual injury. 
He heard my prayer, revealed himself anew unto me, as the only 
refuge of poor sinners, and caused me to feel something of that 
happiness which was once the portion of a Magdalen. My 
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reserve was now at an end; I could speak freely and with sim- 
plicity to my brethren, and receive from those of more experience 
than myself the sympathy and counsel of which I stood in need. 
In converse with my heavenly Friend I spent many blessed hours ; 
and the supreme desire of my heart was to love him more, and to 


serve Him better than I had hitherto done. 


“In 1770 I paid a visit to my father at his request. The minis- 
ter before mentioned had departed this life, and had been succeed- 
ed by a man of different sentiments, who laid nothing in the way 


of the awakened souls in his parish. 


But what rejoiced me most 


was, to find that there was not a member of my own family, who 
was not earnestly intent upon attaining to the knowledge of Him, 
‘whom to know is life eternal.’ 

** My desire to become a member of the Brethren’s Church con- 
tinually increasing, I at length resolved to set out for Herrnhut ; 
but, as there was a prospect of establishing a settlement of the 
Brethren in the Dutchy of Sleswick, the Brethren advised me to 
defer for the present the execution of my purpose. Owing to the 
changes in the Danish government, which took place in the year 
1772, the intended settlement could not be immediately formed ; 
and the period which elapsed before I could obtain the wish of 
my heart, proved one of renewed trial to me, but at the same time 
afforded fresh proofs of the long-suffering and faithfulness of 
Jesus. The formation of a settlement of the Brethren at Chris- 
tiansfeld, near Hadersleben, which occurred about this time, 
proved an occasion of great joy to myself and many hundreds in 


that neighborhood. 


In 1774 [ requested and received permission 


to become an inhabitant of that place, and removed thither on the 
4th of May, after taking an affectionate leave of my relatives. 
During the first months of my abode there, I was obliged to en- 
gage myself as a day-laborer; but, though hitherto unaccustomed 
to hard work and scanty fare, I submitted to both with cheerful- 
ness, for the sake of the spiritual advantages which I enjoyed. By 
degrees I obtained employment in the trade to which I had been 
brought up, which was that of a watchmaker, and was able to pro- 


cure a better maintenance. 
gation I enjoyed true communion of spirit. 


With many members of the congre- 
Our object was one: 


to live to Jesus, and to be gradually prepared, by the operation 
of His grace and Holy Spirit, to do something for the promotion 


of His kingdom. 


“On the 4th of September, I was solemnly received a member 
of the Brethren’s Church ; and on the 10th of December, the same 


year, I was admitted to the holy Communion. 


During my abode 


at Christiansfeld, I had the pleasure to see the small congregation 
increase both in number and in grace; I can also bear my testi- 
mony to the spirit of brotherly love and of true Christian simplicity 
which prevailed among them, and by which my own progress in 
spiritual life was not a little promoted. 

“In May, 1782, I removed to Barby, in Saxony, where I was 


employed in the service of the theological seminary at that place. 
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In the following year, I received a call to serve the Lorp, in the 
mission among the negroes in the Danish West India Islands. I 
accepted this appointment as out of the hand of my gracious Lorp, 
making a renewed surrender of spirit, soul, and body, to Him to 
whom [ owed so much, and who could alone fit me for the work 
in which I was about to engage. On the 18th of June, I was 
married at Herrnhut, to the widow sister Benigna Glatte, and, on 
the 25th of July, was ordained a deacon of the Brethren’s Church, 
by Bishop Spangenberg. After a somewhat perilous voyage, 
we reached Friedensthal, in St. Croix, on the 22d of November. 
The first sight of the numerous negro congregation assembled at 
church, affected me deeply, and on closer acquaintance with its 
members, I was rejoiced to find many, who were ardently de- 
sirous of proving, that they had not received the grace of Gop in 
vain. I desired nothing so earnestly, as soon to acquire the lan- 
guage in use among them (the so-called Danish Creole,) that I 
might converse with them freely, and testify, with a warm heart, 
of the love of Jesus to sinners. ‘The Lorp was pleased to bless 
my endeavors, so that in about four months I was able to hold 
short discourses. At first we lived with my dear father-in-law, 
Brother Martin Mack, who had lately become a widower ; and it 
was a real delight to us to administer to the comfort of this 
faithful servant of Curist, till his happy departure, on the 9th of 
June, 1784. 

“In the year 1792, I became a member of the conference, to 
which is committed the general superintendence of the mission, 
and during the period of my subsequent service, resided succes- 
sively in all the three islands, St. Thomas, St. Croix, and St. Jan. 
Wherever stationed, I accounted it a peculiar privilege to labor 
for the spiritual good of the poor negroes, for whom I felt the sin- 
cerest affection, and whose love and confidence I had the favor to 
enjoy. As an ambassador for Curis, I have been permitted to 
proclaim the Gospel to many thousands of these my fellow- 
sinners, beseeching them, in Curist’s stead, ‘be ye reconciled to 
Gop.’ In November, 1800, I was attacked by a nervous fever, 
which brought me to the brink of the grave; but my gracious 
Lorp thought fit to retain me longer in His service. I recovered, 

-and, from that period, was blessed with an uncommonly good 
state of health, for which I cannot be sufficiently thankful. On 
the 30th of May, 1821, I had the grief to lose my dear wife, after 
a matrimonial union of 39 years, marked by numberless blessings 
from the Lorp’s hand. The stroke was a severe one in every 
respect; but He who had inflicted it, enabled me to bear it with 
resignation to his will. Having reached my eightieth year, I soli- 
cited and obtained leave to retire from the service of this mission, 

in which I had been engaged for nearly 42 years, and to spend 
the remainder of my days in one of our European congregations. 

The review of this lengthened period excites me to praise and 
thanksgiving, for all the faithfulness and mercy which I have en- 

joyed from my gracious Lord and Master. May He pardon my 
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numberless mistakes, and wash out my sins with the blood of 
atonement, that, when he calls me hence, I may stand before Him, 
as an accepted, although an unprofitable servant. 

“It was not without a pang that I bade farewell to my dear 
fellow-laborers, with whom I had shared both joy and grief for so 
many years, and to the seven negro congregations established in 
these islands. My prayer for these flocks of Curisr is, that all 
their members may grow in His love and knowledge, and that 
not one may be wanting, in the day when He comes to gather 
together his redeemed. 

“On the 10th of May, 1824, I set out on my voyage to Europe, 
and, after a pleasant visit at Christiansfeld, reached Herrnhut on 
the 23d of August, where I was received with a degree of bro- 
therly affection of which I felt myself unwortliy. My fervent and 
daily prayer during the period of rest which has now fallen to my 
lot, is comprised in the following lines of a well-known hymn :— 

“ Lorn, grant me thy salvation, and peace divine, I pray, 
While here ’midst tribulation, on earth below I stay,— 
Till I shall stand before thee ;—and for redeeming grace, 
With all the saints in glory, my hallelujahs raise.” 

The following is added by his children and relatives :— 

‘“‘ The deceased approved himself to us asa truly patriarchal father 
and friend, who encouraged us to follow the Lorp, by his child- 
like love to our Saviour, his simplicity, humility, and unreserved 
submission to the divine will, as well as by the communication of 
his manifold observations and experience. A remarkable feature 
of his character, was the love which he bore to all men, and which 
was evidently enkindled and nourished by the love of Jesus burn- 
ing bright within his own breast. Nor will it appear strange that 
he was in turn the object of universal affection and regard. He 
delighted to spend much of his time in intercession for the king- 
dom of Curist on earth, for the whole Brethren’s Church, and 
especially for the negro congregations whom he had so long and 
faithfully served. The perusal of the Holy Scriptures, and of 
other writings of an edifying description, and attendance on the 
various services of the Lorp’s house, afforded him true spiritual 
refreshment; and whenever he conversed with visiting Brethren 
or friends on the events of his pilgrimage, his mouth overflowed 
with praise and thanksgiving for all the mercies bestowed on him. 

‘In the year 1827, he was still able to attend the celebration 
of the centenary anniversary of the festival of the 13th of August,* 
and to join the procession from Herrnhut to the church at Berth- 
elsdorf; but, on his return, he complained of pain in his left shoul- 
der, and oppression on the chest. It was not, however, till the 
Ath of October, that the disorder assumed a serious character, 
and obliged the patient to keep his bed. The pain he suffered was 
severe, and allowed of little rest either by day or night; yet he 
never murmured, and every alleviation which his sympathizing 


* See Holmes’ History of the Brethren’s Church, Vol. i. p. 20 
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medical attendant was enabled to afford him, he accepted as an 
unmerited gift of love from his heavenly Friend. It was truly 
affecting to hear him pray for patience to endure his bodily suf- 
ferings, and for grace and strength to remain faithful to his Sav- 
iour, even to his latest breath. Often did he beseech those around 
him to unite their supplications with his, that the Lorp would 
grant him these mercies. The texts appointed for the Ist of No- 
vember, treating of the fellowship of believers with the Church 
triumphant, were very impressive to him, and he requested that 
they might be read several times. ‘Toward evening, it became 
evident that the hour of his release was drawing nigh. After the 
singing of several verses, his son pronounced over him the solemn 
benediction, wherewith the Lorp commanded His servants, under 
the old covenant, to bless His people, the venerable patient join- 
ing with an audible voice in the concluding words, “ in the name 
of Jesus, Amen.” He remained sensible till the moment of his 
departure, which took place in a most gentle manner, at half past 
ten the same evening. His age was 83 years within 12 days.’ 





{From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.] 


LABRADOR. 
LETTERS FROM THE MISSIONARIES OF THE UNITED BRETHREN ON 
THE COAST OF LABRADOR. 
FROM OKKAK. 


“ August 15, 1831. 


* Dearest BretuREN,—The safe arrival of the Harmony onthe 
3d August afforded us a repeated proof of the gracious care of our 
faithful Gop and Saviour for us, and for the mission in this cold 
and barren corner of the world. We cannot contemplate the 
many thousand instances of the merciful preservation vouchsafed 
to our little vessel, in storms, ice, and fogs, without adoring Him, 
in the dust, for such unmerited favors. He has likewise twice 
caused the accompanying ship to reach our coastin safety. Your 
kind and affectionate letter, of May 16th, afforded us great encour- 
agement, to proceed with confidence in the Lorp’s help, to preach 
the Gospel of a crucified Saviour, and to make His name known, 
that it may be glorified even in this distant country. For this . 
we have the best opportunity at Okkak. O that all who visit us, 
and hear the word of Gop, might experience the mercy of their 
Redeemer ! 

“‘ As to our family, we live in the enjoyment of peace and bro- 
therly love. We have been preserved in good health, slight indis- 
positions excepted. No interruption has occurred in our daily 
occupations. We recommend to you, our dear Brother and Sister 
Kmoch: we thank them for their long and faithful services in this 
mission, in which Brother Kmoch has labored with great activ ity and 

success, tor 34 years, and Sister Kmoch for 19. May our Saviour 
grant the ‘mia rich reward of mercy, and a season of rest and peace, 
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in their future abode. Brother and Sister Stirman, and Brother 
Menizel, on their return from a visit to Europe, Brother Freytag, 
the Sisters Etzel and Hoshak, and Brother Beck, from Kangert- 
luksoak, arrived here safe and well with the ship. Brother and 
Sister Stock have received a call to serve the new mission at 
Kangertluksoak, (now called Hebron,) and will soon proceed 
to that station. ‘The Lorp bless and strengthen them for this 
new appointment, in His service. 

“On August 11th, Brother Beck was married to Sister Hoshak, 
and Brother Glitsch to Sister Etzel. Both couples will, for the 
present, reside at Okkak. 

“'The preaching of the Gospel of salvation has been attended 
with the blessing of the Lorp, and we have often powerfully 
experienced His presence, both in our daily worship, and at the 
celebration of the holy Sacraments. Though we cannot say of 
all the members of our flock that they have devoted body and soul 
unto the Lorp, yet we may bear testimony of the greater part of 
them, that they desire to walk worthy of the Gospel, and to ap- 
prove themselves as followers of Curist. Some of them had 
grown grey in Heathenism, but now truly believe on Jesus, and 
have come to the light of his truth: and though they cannot 
express themselves very distinctly upon religious subjects, the 
Lorp knoweth their hearts, and the work of the Hoty Sprrir in 
them is evident to all. That blessed Spirit is unweariedly em- 
ployed in drawing souls to our Saviour; in confirming such as 
walk in His grace; in awakening those who slumber, and are 
indifferent; and in reclaiming those who go astray ; of which we 
have seen many encouraging instances in the past year. We 
therefore hope, that those who, as yet, show no signs of true con- 
version, will, at length, be brought to know and believe in Jesus 
as their Saviour. 

“In the schools, we could rejoice over many proofs that the 
word of Gop made a deep impression on the hearts of the children. 
Both young and old take great delight in singing and learning 
hymns, which assist to enliven our public worship. Much is 
gained, when children get an early taste and regard for spiritual 
enjoyments ; heathenish propensities, which now and then are 
apparent in the old, are thus, by degrees, exterminated in the 
rising generation. 

“Soon after the return of the Harmony last year, almost all our 
Esquimaux suffered from an epidemical disorder; and we Euro- 
pean Brethren had our share of it, but soon recovered. Eleven 
Esquimaux, chiefly infirm persons and children, departed this 
life. ‘This illness prevented their attending to the cod fishery, as 
usual; but, being afterward very successful in catching seals, they 
could Jay up a sufficient quantity of food for the winter, for which 
we joined them in thanking our heavenly Father. The winter 
was mild; the ice did not cover our bay till the beginning of 


January, and the Esquimaux therefore settled here later than 
usual, 
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** During the year past, 13 children and 8 adults were baptized ; 
6 persons were admitted to the holy Communion; 15 adults and 
6 children departed this life. Our congregation consists of 132 
communicants, 20 candidates, 42 baptized adults not yet commu- 
nicants, 124 baptized children; in all, of 332 persons, to which 
may be added 23 candidates for baptism, and 32 Heathen on trial, 
total 388 persons inhabiting this settlement. 

** We have had frequent visits from the northern Heathen, and 
we endeavored to impress them with a sense of the necessity of 
conversion, and to make them acquainted with the Gospel, both 
in the public services which they diligently attended, and when 
they visited us in our house. Very few, however, showed any dis- 
position to turn to Jesus; and though they are guilty of murder, 
yet they prefer their own barbarous life to that of children of Gop. 
A few families of Heathen, have, however, removed to Kangert- 
luksoak, and desire to be converted. 

*“‘ As for ourselves, we pray the Lorp to make us more zealous 
and faithful in our important calling, and that we may never forget 
what it has cost Him to redeem us. This impression upon our own 
minds will prove a rich blessing to the whole flock committed to 
our care. We commend ourselves to your prayers and loving 
remembrance, and salute you as your faithful Brethren and Sisters 
at Okkak, and in their name. 

Joun Peter Srocx, 
GrorcE Freperic Knavs, 
Zacuary GLitTscu.” 


FROM NAIN. 
“ August 29, 1831. 


“Dearest Breturen,—The Harmony arrived safe with us on 
the 17th instant, with Brother and Sister Kmoch, Captain Taylor, 
the mate, and the whole ship’s company in good health, preserved 
by Gop’s gracious providence in their passage along this dangerous 
coast, for which we bless and praise Him as our merciful heavenly 
Father. Not far from Okkak, a storm arose, and the captain was 
obliged to put to sea with the loss of an anchor. Another storm 
overtook them between the islands. 

‘‘We return our best thanks for the bountiful supply of the 
necessaries of life sent by the ship. We pray the Lorp that He 
may always afford to you the means of supporting this and other 
missions, and beg to express our gratitude to all our dear brethren 
and friends who take such kind share in their maintenance. May 
He grant to them His promised reward. 

‘“‘ We were surprised and delighted to perceive, by the contents 
of your letter, that you had been enabled to send a second ship 
with the materials wanted to complete the buildings at Hebron, 
and we confidently trust to the blessing of our Lorp upon this 
new station, and that it will prove a gathering-place for many 
souls, who may seck and find salvation by the word of the cross, 
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We rejoice to hear, that already two families from the north 
have removed to Hebron, expressing a desire to be converted. 

“ We are truly thankful, that in these perilous times, when so 
many false doctrines are promulgated, the Lorpis pleased to raise 
up servants in various denominations of Christendom, who devote 
themselves, with soul and body, to the performance of His blessed 
work ; and who boldly declare His truth to their fellow-sinners. 
Did we not know the work to be of Gop, and not of man, we should 
soon lose courage, and fear to adhere to the simplicity of the 
Gospel. Even in this distant corner of the earth, we have instances 
of the endeavors of Satan to destroy it, knowing that his time 
is short. By some of his emissaries, he has endeavored to spread 
unbelief among our people, by all kinds of lies, and to destroy 
their confidence toward us, in which, we hope, he has not even- 
tually succeeded. Our Esquimaux have unavoidably much con- 
nexion with persons living in the South, who endeavor to seduce 
them from the right way; and, as tares always grow up with the 
wheat, there are some upon whom their misrepresentations make 
impression. These deceivers declare, that there is no Gop, no 
Redeemer of mankind, and that every thing proceeds according to 
the course of nature and chance. They also spread all kinds of 
dreadful reports ; asserting among the rest, that many ships will 
come from the South and destroy the mission, by which some of 
our people have been terrified. 

‘** As to the false doctrines, the Esquimaux are soon convinced 
of their fallacy ; but as to the arrival of ships from the South, they 
can hardly believe the report to be a fabrication, and their fears 
are not easily subdued. We need watch and pray, and exhort our 
people to do the same, that they may not enter into temptation, 
and particularly that, by unbelief, some old persons may not be 
seduced to return to the heathenish superstitions, in which they 
were so deeply involved in their early years. 

“We may, however, declare with thankfulness, that, in this 
respect, their minds are much enlightened, and the difference 
between them and their heathen countrymen is most manifest. In 
the North, the enemy seems to reignand rage. Murders and even 
cannibalism frequently occur. O that Gop may have mercy upon 
that deluded people, and by the Gospel bring them to the know- 
ledge of the true Gop, and their Redeemer and Saviour! He has 
done more for this benighted nation than we can describe in words, 
and proved that even the gates of hell shall not prevail against His 
Church. With all our imperfections, He owns us, and bears with 
us, as with children. 

“This we have experienced during the past season, and His 
Word and Sacraments have been truly blessed to all our souls. 
Most of our people live in the enjoyment of the grace of our 
Saviour. The schools are diligently attended, and the divine 
blessing rests on them, as was manifest at the yearly examination. 
The youth are desirous to profit by instruction. The newly printed 
Psalms which we have received, as a valuable present, have made 
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a deep impression upon their hearts. We beg in their and our 
name to express our grateful acknowledgments to the venerable 
Bible Society for this generous gift. We also thank our dear 
Brethren for printing the Liturgies for us. 

“After the return of the ship, an epidemical disorder was rife 
among our people. Fifty of them were taken ill, and a few 
departed this life. In our family we enjoyed general good health, 
some indispositions excepted. The winter was mild, and the 
thermometer never fell below 20 degrees under Fahrenheit’s zero; 
we, therefore, could proceed in building our new house without 
interruption. Fifteen children were born and baptized; 2 adults 
were baptized ; 5 were received into the congregation; 5 became 
candidates for, and 6 partakers of, the Holy Communion; 2 were 
re-admitted ; 5 adults and 6 children departed this life; 2 couples 
were married. ‘The number of inhabitants is 246, of whom 111 
are communicants; 11 candidates; 19 received; 102 new people 
and children. 

“We commend ourselves and our dear congregation to your 
constant remembrance and prayers, as your faithful Brethren and 
Sisters at Nain, and in their name. 

Joun LunpBere, J. L. Moruarprt, 
C. Benepict HENN, Grorce HERTZBERG.” 


FROM HOPEDALE. 
“September 2d, 1831. 

“Dearest Breturen,—On the 12th of August, two post- 
kayaks from Nain brought us the welcome news, that the Harmony 
and her consort had arrived safe at Hebron. We immediately 
met to offer up thanksgiving and praise to our gracious Gop and 
Saviour, and to read the letters from the Elders’ Conference of 
the Unity, and from your Society. They aflorded us great en- 
couragement, and renewed within us the determination to spend 
and be spent in our blessed calling, to make known the Gospel of 
Curist to the Heathen. We also rejoice to hear that the ship 
had a safe and speedy passage last year to England. 

“That your Society has been enabled to send a second ship 
with building materials, is of the Lorp’s mercy and favor. If He 
build the house, His servants do not w rork i in vain; ; and here we 
see that His blessing rests upon their labor. You, dear brethren, 
have begun this work in faith, and the Lorp has opened His trea- 
sure, and raised up many fellow-laborers who love His cause and 
kingdom, and with cheerful hearts contribute toward its support. 
May He grant to them all a reward of grace! We join in your 
prayers, that His kingdom may come, and His will be done every 
where on earth; that souls may be Jed to Curist, and the work 
of Satan every where destroyed. 

‘*We have gladly contributed what little assistance we could 
afford to the formation of the new settlement. Various articles of 
furniture, which have been made for Hebron, shall be transported 
thither as soon as we can accomplish it. To Nain we have sent 
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400 planks for their new house. Woods, containing timber fit 
for building, are at a greater distance than when we first settled 
here, which makes the carriage increasingly difficult. 

‘‘In our family, love and peace have prevailed, and the Lorp’s 
presence and grace have been our comfort. Both in our public 
meetings, and in our private intercourse, He has granted us to 
feel His peace. Most of us have enjoyed good health, and Sister 
Meisner is quite recovered. 

‘“‘ Our Esquimaux congregation has been preserved amidst some 
difficulties. In autumn we felt much anxiety respecting their 
outward subsistence, as an epidemical disorder, attended with a 
tormenting cough and fever, was rife among them, and all of them 
were thereby so much weakened, that they could not attend to the 
fishery. We assisted them as far as we could with medicine, &c. 
Some departed this life. We ascribed this illness to the uncom- 
monly warm and variable weather. In July and August the 
days and nights were very warm, which does not suit the Esqui- 
maux constitution so well as cold; but Gop sent some violent 
storms, which seemed to carry off the contagion, and the Esqui- 
maux all recovered. ‘They were afterward, in autumn, winter, 
and spring, remarkably successful in the seal fishery, and suffered 
no want, for which, with them, we thanked the Giver of every 
good gift. Their spiritual course gave us more pleasure than 
grief; many of them grow in the knowledge of themselves, as 
needy sinners, and in the experience of the power of Jesus, for 
their preservation. A few, however, resist the teaching of the 
Spirit, and will not obey the Gospel precepts. While they be- 
have decently, we bear them with patience, and pray for them. 
We have also proofs that one or other of them turns from his evil 
way unto the Lorp. 

“The public services are well attended, and not many absent 
themselves. Only one adult was lost at sea. He was a single 
man, whose heart seemed hardened, and who resisted all reproof. 
During a violent storm, not having drawn his kayak high enough 
upon the beach, it was carried away by the waves. Contrary to 
all advice, he would follow it in another kayak, was upset, and 
drowned. 

“Our schools were well attended; and Gop’s blessing rested 
upon the instruction given to the children. At the examination, 
they proved that they understood, and were affected by what 
they learned. 

“In winter, the thermometer never fell below 22 of Fahrenheit. 
Our harbor remained open in December, and did not freeze over 
till January: but much snow fell here. A snow-drift before our 
chapel and house was from nine to ten feet deep. In June, the 
night frost did injury to our garden; and in July, violent storms 
tore up many plants by the roots. We hardly had four days of 
warm weather, and expect but a poor crop of vegetables. We 
are, therefore, the more thankful to our brethren and friends in 
Wurtemberg, who have sent to each place a cask of dried fruits, 
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which will be very serviceable. 
thanks to them. 

“We were visited this summer by two strange ships, the first 
belonging to traders, who intended to go into the neighborhood 
of Hebron. These people bring rum and brandy, and many use- 
less articles, with which they deceive the Esquimaux. We wish 
that by any means a stop might be put to their demoralizing 
practices. 

“The other ship was a sloop of war, the Gannet, captain Swen- 
ny, of 18 guns, and above a hundred men. The captain was a 
worthy man, and made much inquiry about our proceedings, 
offering his services in any way we could point out. He would 
not suffer any of the crew to come on shore, and he himself at- 
tended the worship in our church, with much satisfaction. He 
arrived on the 12th, and left us on the 14th August. 

‘‘Our congregation consists of 71 communicants; 10 candidates; 
23 received; 87 children and unreceived; 1 candidate for baptism ; 
in all, of 192 persons. During this year, 6 were received; 2 
appointed candidates for the communion; 8 infants baptized; 2 
adults and 5 children departed this life. 

““We commend ourselves, and our dear Esquimaux congrega- 
tion to your love and continued remembrance and prayers. And 
we pray the Lorp our Saviour to be with you and bless you, 
saluting you as your faithful Brethren at Hopedale. 

Joun Samuet MEIsNER, JoHN KoeERNER, 
Apvam Kunatnu, Frep. Cur. Fritscue.”’ 


We beg you to present our best 


EXTRACTS OF PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE. 


FROM NAIN. 


“We cannot sufficiently express our gratitude to your worthy 
Society, for the zeal with which you have | forwarded the establish- 
ment of a fourth station on this coast. Much as we desired it, we 
scarcely ventured to hope that you would, a second time, fit out a 
vessel for the express purpose of transporting building materials 
to Hebron; and we are therefore the more thankful to the Lor» 
for having given you courage to venture upon so serious an 
expense, and likewise for bringing the vessel safe to her destined 
haven. We pray that He may raise up friends to your Society, 
who may kindly help you to defray the heavy expenditure hereby 
occasioned. 

“Our official letter mentions the prevalence of a malignant 
epidemic disorder during the autumn of last year, by which seve- 
ral of our people were carried off, and many more were severely 
affected. It is, indeed, both cheering and edifying to attend our 
poor Esquimaux on their sick beds, to witness how completely 
they are disengaged from earthly concerns, and even from anxious 
cares about their children, and how earnestly they desire to depart 
and to be with Curist. On these occasions we see what the 
blood of Jesus can effect in the hearts of the rudest and most 
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depraved Heathen, men who formerly trembled at the thought of 
death, but who now regard it as a welcome passage into eternal 
bliss. In the course of last winter, our two remaining candidates 
for baptism, a boy and a girl of about twelve years of age, were 
baptized. There are now, among the inhabitants of our place, 
only three unbaptized children. We have, indeed, great cause to 
thank our Saviour for the grace and mercy which He displays to 
this poor people. The printed collection of liturgical hymns 
which you have kindly sent us, will be a real treasure to the 
members of our congregation. I have now to make a request in 
behalf of our school. We are in want of alphabets, and should be 
greatly obliged by a supply of between 1000 and 2000; the con- 
sumption of these articles is rather great; they get so smeared 
during the winter by our dear little dirty scholars, that they soon 
become illegible: indeed, their appearance is such, that we are 
sometimes led to suppose, that the teeth as well as the eyes had 
been exercised upon them. 

‘‘The winter was rather mild, the thermometer standing gene- 
rally about Fahrenheit’s zero, and only twice falling to 24 degrees 
below that point ; but of snow we had an unusual quantity, so that 
it frequently happened that we could see nothing at all of the Es- 
quimaux houses around us. The present summer is not the most 
fruitful, and our gardens promise us but an indifferent crop of 
vegetables. J. LunpBERe.” 


FROM THE SAME, TO A MEDICAL FRIEND. 


“You inquire whether the Esquimaux nation is at all on the 
increase, or the contrary. In this respect there is a great differ- 
ence observable between the Heathen and those who are converted 
to the faith of Curist. Among the former, all kinds of immoral 
practices are still found to prevail; owing to these, and to the 
murders which are still not unfrequently committed, as well as to 
the slower but equally sure operation of famine, the Heathen Es- 
quimaux are perceptibly declining in number. With our converts 
the case is otherwise ; being taught to obey the divine precepts, 
both in reference to the life which now is, and that which is to 
come, they experience that godliness is indeed profitable for all 
things; and, among other blessings that they enjoy, is that of an 
increase in their families. 

“In answer to your second inquiry, I may briefly state the fol- 
lowing: ‘The fact of the Greenlanders having once inhabited 
Labrador, appears to be proved by the occasional discovery of the 
ruins of Greenland houses, upon the islands which stretch along 
our coast. In the construction of these houses stone has been 
used, which is contrary to the Esquimaux mode of building. It 
is not improbable that these nations have a common oriental 
origin; at all events, they come from the same stock, and may 
once have been sufliciently numerous, to have rendered coloni- 
zation a matter of expediency. ‘The Esquimaux tribe has since 
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been much thinned by frequent wars with the Indians of the 
interior, who are a very different race. The emigration of the 
Greenland tribe above alluded to, was probably effected in the 
following manner, which will not seem strange or impracticable 
to those who are acquainted with their habits and mode of life. 
Having once reached the northern coast of Labrador, near Cape 
Chudleigh, they would cross Hudson’s Straits in boats during the 
summer months, and might then take advantage of a severe winter, 
to pass over to Greenland on the ice. The period of this migra- 
tion is of course involved in obscurity. When our first missiona- 
ries came to this country, they found something like a tradition on 
the subject of the flood. It was to this effect :—that at a time when 
the rest of the country was covered with water, a certain high 
mountain near Okkak afforded a place of refuge to a few families, 
who retreated to it with their tents. Now that the word of Gop 
has given them correct information on this and similar subjects, 
such traditions are gradually disappearing. J. L.” 


FROM LABRADOR. 


“The disorder by which our Esquimaux were attacked in 
August of last year, commenced with violent cold in the head, 
and subsequently passed into inflammation on the chest, attended 
by severe spasms. Our compassion was greatly excited, when 
we beheld so many all around us, reduced to a state of suffering 
and helplessness ; nor did we ourselves entirely escape the infec- 
tion, while engaged in visiting the patients, and administering to 
them the needful medicine. Were they always ready to attend 
to our directions in cases of this kind, the evil would neither 
prove so serious, nor spread so widely. But they are continually 
exposing themselves to fresh attacks of cold: under the excite- 
ment of internal fever, and the difficulty of breathing produced 
by the complaint, they will frequently rush out of the close and 
heated tent, and sit down on the ground, to inhale the fresh air, 
and, as they hope, to cool themselves. At other times, they will 
raise the tent some inches from the ground, that the wind may 
have a free passage through it, and thus, as might be expected, 
perspiration is checked, and the disease under which they are 
suffering is aggravated. The heat and closeness which pervade 
an Esquimaux skin-tent, during the height of summer, is indeed 
indescribable. Often, when I have had occasion to visit the sick 
under these circumstances, have I been almost overpowered with 
the complicated sensations which have oppressed me on entering. 
This epidemic lasted, in the present instance, above four weeks. 

“The winter was unusually mild, our bay having continued 
open till the 25th December. If our Esquimaux had not ventured 
to cross it upon the first ice which appeared safe for sledges, 
(which was on the following day,) they would have been obliged 
to remain at their out-places till the middle of January. The 
winter is, as you know, the liveliest season for ourselves and our 
Esquimaux flock. For several months together, our people are 
mostly with us, and the various services at chapel are diligently 
Vou. IV.—34 
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attended. ‘The schools are likewise frequented by a considerable 
number of children, with whose progress in learning we have 
much reason to be satisfied. The members of our little musical 
choir, continue to take much pleasure in their opportunities for 
exercise, and for the performance of anthems on festival occa- 
sions. 

“The Lorp has graciously assisted me, in my poor attempts to 
proceed with the translation of His Holy Word. Last winter, I 
completed an Esquimaux version of the book of Genesis, which 
is now in course of revision, by those of my brethren at the 
several stations, who are best qualified for the task. I have 
likewise translated several portions of our congregation and 
missionary accounts, which are listened to with great interest and 
pleasure by our people. I am now about to proceed with the 
translation of the Scriptures, and though I do not wish to lose 
sight of the book of Exodus, I feel a strong impulse to take in 
hand the prophecies of Isaiah, so rich in instruction, warning, and 
consolation, for the Church of Curist. The Greenlandic version 
of this book, by Bishop Fabricius, will be of service to me in the 
prosecution of my task: but my chief dependence is on that 
Saviour, of whom the prophet speaketh, and who has promised 
to His servants, the aid and influence of His dloty Spirit, to 
guide them into all truth. L. Moruarpt.” 


“The safe return of the Harmony to our shores occasioned us 
the greater joy, as, for some weeks before her arrival, our Esqui- 
maux had brought us a variety of unpleasant reports, invented 
and circulated by some half Europeans in the south. These peo- 
ple are very mischievous neighbors to our Esquimaux ; the latter 
being much too simple-minded and unsuspecting, to treat their 
falsehoods and crafty insinuations, as they deserve. They readily 
believe whatever an European tells them, concerning things which 
they do not understand. 

“‘In regard to our Esquimaux flock, it is indeed true, that there 
remains much room for improvement. In many things they are 
still children, in which we could desire them to be men; yet we 
have great cause to rejoice in the simplicity with which they 
receive the blessed doctrine of salvation through the merits of 
Jzsus, and the earnestness with which they seek to enjoy, what 
He has so dearly purchased for them. Oh! my dear Brother, could 
you once be an eye and ear-witness of the extreme simplicity, 
(an unbeliever would call it silliness or stupidity,) which they 
manifest in their prayers, and in their desires, both in reference 
to spiritual enjoyments and to the supply of their temporal wants, 
you would hardly be able to refrain from tears, at such an exhibi- 
tion of the grace and mercy of Gop, displayed to our poor Esqui- 
maux. Often have I been compelled to acknowledge with shame 
and humiliation, that these people have a larger measure of confi- 
dence in Jesus and in His help, than I myself possess, whose duty 
itis to teach them this lesson. They do indeed act like children. 
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A child who asks his parents for any thing, entertains no doubt of 
their love to him and of the consequent attainment of his wishes ; 
and thus it is with the Esquimaux, whose wants are as simple as 
their prayers; and often have I had occasion to observe, how 
graciously the Lorp hears their supplications and grants their 
requests. C. B. Henn.” 


FROM HOPEDALE. 


“ By your letter, I perceive that some kind friends in England 
have again sent a supply of clothing and other useful articles for 
our poorer Esquimaux. In the name of the latter, we beg to 
express the most cordial thanks to these kind benefactors. It 
would do them good to see the joyful and astonished countenances 
of the poor people, when they receive their respective portions. 
It is also a great gratification to us to be enabled, through the 
kindness of friends, to supply them with a few peas, or other 
eatables, during seasons of scarcity. 

Joun Korrner.” 


“The Southlanders, both Europeans (or Canadians) and natives, 
continue to be as thorns in our sides. ‘The Esquimaux belonging 
to this settlement are particularly exposed to their seductive arti- 
fices. Four of their fishing places, lying to the south of Hopedale, 
are occasionally visited by these intruders, who do all in their 
power to undermine the confidence subsisting between us and our 
converts, and to draw them into hurtful and immoral practices. 
One young woman, belonging to our place, they carried off with 
them ; and though she had for some time past caused us grief, by 
her indifference to spiritual things, we could not but mourn over 
a step, which, humanly speaking, must prove her ruin. 

Apam Kunartu.” 


“Through divine mercy I have last year enjoyed a good state of 
health, with the exception of a single attack of my constitutional 
complaint. It happened that just at this time, the Esquimaux 
were busy cleaving wood; I therefore laid down my pen and, 
took up a hatchet to help them, and though the extremities of 
my ears froze during the operation, I felt thankful to submit to 
this inconvenience as the price of my cure. In general, nothing 
contributes so much to the health of residents in this country, as 
frequent and somewhat laborious exercise; and as I have been 
habituated to bodily labor from my early youth, I am not dis- 
posed to complain of the portion which falls to my lot. Last 
winter I made an attempt to translate a Diary of Fredericksthal, 
in Greenland, into the Esquimaux language, and was encouraged 
by the approbation which my brethren bestowed upon my imper- 
fect performance. I have, by this time, acquired a tolerable 
grammatical knowledge of the language, but in the use of it, both 
in writing and conversation, I feel myself still very deficient. 

F. C. Fritscne.” 
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FROM HEBRON (OR KANGERTLUKSOAK.) 


“I proceed to give you a short description of this place and 
its environs. Hebron lies on the western shore of a considerable 
bay, in the opening of which to the eastward are two small rocky 
islands; to the south-east is the great island Serlek, on which the 
Esquimaux pitch their tents early in the spring, and where they 
continue till the ice becomes no longer passable, when they re- 
move to Opangervik, on the opposite side of the bay. The house, 
which is already built, stands about 40 paces from the water’s 
edge; it fronts the south, and is 48 feet long, 28 broad, and two 
stories high; to the south-westward of it, the ground rises gently 
for about 130 paces ; then succeeds a platform about 40 feet above 
the level of the sea, upon which stands the small house erected a 
few years ago. This is the intended site of the new settlement. 
From this eminence the prospect is very extensive in fine weather. 
The two entrances of the bay beyond the island of Kingmiktok 
are distinetly visible, and in the clear surface of the intervening 
basin are reflected the rugged forms of the opposite mountain 
range. As far as the eye can reach is one vast collection of rocks 
or loose stones: not a tree is to be seen, but in the south-easterly 
direction a few bushes appear. The level tract immediately 
around us is tolerably green, and has a small pool formed by the 
melting of the snow andthe rain. To the north-west, at no great 
distance, two rivulets pursue their course over a rocky bed, the more 
distant of which rises in the high mountains to the northward. 
These mountains, which bound our prospect in that direction, pre- 
sent a forbidding aspect; not a blade of grass is seen, to adorn the 
dark and continuous precipices of which they are composed. To 
the southward there is an undulating district intersected by several 
arms of the sea, and backed by the noble range of the Kaumayok 
mountains. In this part of the country some birch-wood is said to 
be found. 

“The accompanying diary, drawn up by Brother Beck and 
myself, will supply you with the needful particulars of our pro- 
ceedings in this place during the eight months we have been 
laboring together. You will, however, not think the following 
brief statement of their result, superfluous or devoid of interest. 
With the erection of the temporary mission-house, we are so far 
advanced, thatit is already habitable. The masonry of two chim- 
neys is completed ; a large oven, a boiler, and a fireplace are set; 
and an out-building has been constructed on the north side of the 
house, 25 feet in length and 10 feet in breadth, to hold casks and 
stores of various kinds. We have had a busy time of it, and not a 
little hard work, but the Lorp was with us, and strengthened us 
for the execution of our task, so that by the 28th of wie, the day 
on which the two vessels hove in sight, we had nearly finished it. 
The further supply of building materials, which you have so gene- 
rously sent us, will, we hope, enable us to proceed without further 
materia] interruption. You may rely upon our faithful endeavors to 
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make every thing go as far as possible: but Iam persuaded we 
shall have need of all the accommodation provided for by our 
plan. I cannot repress my sanguine hope, that, ere many years 
have elapsed, Hebron will number as many inhabitants as Okkak. 
From Saeglek, we may expect many Esquimaux families: last 
winter nine persons came to us, of some of whom we have already 
very good hopes. In acquiring the language I could wish to make 
more progress: during the winter months, I finished writing out 
a grammar and a dictionary, and I find I can already hold a little 
conversation with the Esquimaux. ‘The Lorp who has called me 
to this part of His vineyard, will, I believe, help me over this diffi- 
culty. He often condescends to make use of worthless and 
apparently incapable instruments. ‘To supply the defects of his 
servant Moses, He was pleased to associate with him his brother 
Aaron; and thus also, I trust, He will vouchsafe to me the aid of 
His good Spirit, to help my infirmities and make good my defi- 
ciencies. Our Saviour has evidently His work among the children 
of men, in this remote land, and therefore I feel attached to this 
place and its rude inhabitants, and account myself happy to labor 
among them, at a distance from the civilized world, and from all 
its vanities and troubles. Frep. Krurtu.” 


“With a grateful heart I take up my pen to inform you of our 
safe arrival at Hebron, on the 28th of July. Our voyage was not 
one of the speediest or most pleasant. Three weeks were spent 
between London and Stromness ; and from the 14th of June, when 
we left that port, to the 13th of July, we had continually to con- 
tend against boisterous winds and heavy seas. On the last- 
mentioned day, we came in sight of the coast of Labrador, but 
found it so completely blocked up with floating ice, that we were 
obliged to spend a fortnight longer in cruising about, and did not 
make good our entrance into Kangertluksoak Bay till the 28th 
instant. On landing at the new settlement, I was surprised to see 
the premises so far advanced: our dear brethren must have 
labored diligently to effect what they have done. It is true, every 
thing is still in a very rude and unfinished state; chairs, tables, 
bedsteads, and the like, have still to be made. Our fellow-traveller, 
Brother Freytag, has his bed at present upon a heap of shavings. 
The reading table in the temporary church, is a box set on end, 
upon which a flat board has been nailed, and the whole is covered 
with a piece of coarse cloth; but in due time we hope all will be 
in order. I must not omit to mention, that the travelling kitchen 
with which each of our settlements has been supplied, through the 
kindness of two valued friends in England, proves a most accept- 
able and useful gift. We have made more than one trial of ours, 
and find it to answer completely. In a quarter of an hour we are 
able, with the help of a handful of wood, to boil our coffee, and 
to drink it likewise. It will be particularly valuable to us when 
we travel insledges. Pray repeat the expression of our thanks to 
the kind donors. JONATHAN MENTZEL.” 
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“Whether I shall remain at Hebron, or be appointed to some 
other station, I am not yet informed ; but I shall never regret hav- 
ing been brought, in the first instance, to this place. Any where 
else I should have felt myself nearly useless, as long as the ship 
remained; but here I have found employment enough, and have 
gladly given what assistance I could in the various operations con- 
nected with the unloading of the Venus, and the arrangement of 
the stores which composed her cargo. The fortnight I have 
already spent in the company of Brother and Sister Mentzel 
and Brother Kruth, in whom I have found a friend like-minded 
with myself, I shall always recollect with pleasure. From the 
first moment of my arrival here, I felt quite at home, and it is my 
daily and fervent prayer, that the Lorp would be graciously 
pleased to give me grace, strength, and faithfulness, to serve him 
in this interesting part of His missionary field. 

Aveustus Freytaac.” 


[From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.] 
BRITISH WEST INDIES.—ANTIGUA. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM BROTHER BENNET HARVEY. 


“ St. John’s, April 10th, 1831. 
“Dear Broruer,—I regret exceedingly, that you have found 
me so indifferent a correspondent since my arrival in this island. 
This would certainly not have been the case, had I not been nearly 


overwhelmed with duties of every kind, and my time and thoughts 
so occupied, that I have scarcely known what it was to have an 
hour of leisure. I feel my own weakness and insufficiency, but 
trust I can say with truth, 

Dear Saviour, that thy will be done 

In me, is all my prayer. 

The following changes are about to take place among the mis- 
sionaries in this island. Brother Wright returns to Gracehill, 
where he has been actively laboring during the last few years ; 
Brother Thraen is appointed to the same station; Brother Bayne, 
to Cedar-hall; Brother Zellner, to St. John’s; Brother Coates, to 
Newfield. Our venerable Brother Newby, and his wife, who are both 
very infirm, have chosen Cedar-hall for their place of retirement. 

“We have lately passed through an anxious period. At one 
time our premises at St. John’s were in imminent danger of de- 
struction from the blazing cane-fields in our vicinity, but the Lorp 
heard our prayers for their preservation from the devouring 
element. A number of negroes have been tried for their lives as 
incendiaries, but only one has suffered the extreme rigor of the 
law. I regret to say, that this poor man was a member of the 
congregation at Newfield ; to the last moment of his life, he per- 
sisted in declaring his innocence of the crime laid to his charge. 
Although the evidence against him was merely circumstantial, yet 
it was so strong, that few persons could entertain any doubt of his 
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guilt. The late insurrection was caused, as you are aware, by the 
resistance of the negro population to a law of the legislature, 
abolishing markets on Sunday, but neglecting to set apart some 
more suitable time for the same purpose. Tranquillity is now 
restored, and we trust will be maintained. Remember us in your 
prayers.” 


FROM BROTHER JOHN COLEMAN. 


“* St. John’s, May 7th, 1831. 


“Dear Brotuer,—I have now the pleasure to inform you, 
that our committee have at length resolved upon erecting a school 
house at this station. A plan has been already drawn out, and 
estimates formed ; and I trust I need not add, that we are doing 
our very best to obtain a commodious building on the lowest 
terms, consistent with durability. A considerable sum (5001. ster- 
ling,) will, however, be required for its completion: yet we are 
satisfied that the money will be well employed, and so I think our 
British friends would likewise be, were they to see our numerous 
congregation, and observe the great inconvenience to which we 
are continually subjected, in our attempts to give instruction to 
the children and youth belonging to it. 

“ About a fortnight ago, my wife accompanied me on a visit to 
Gracebay. Beside assisting in the Sunday services, I visited the 
school, which is kept in the church, before the morning service. 
About sixty children were assembled, some of whom read well in 
the New Testament. At Gracehill, where we spent the following 
Sunday, Brother Wright being seriously indisposed, I found about 
eighty children in attendance at the school, whom I also examined, 
and was in general gratified with their proficiency.” 


FROM BROTHER J. G. MUENZER. 


“ Newfield, March 8th, 1831. 


‘Dear Brotuer,—During the year past, we have, on the 
whole, had cause for encouragement in the progress of the mission 
at this place. The Lorp has blessed our endeavors, and though 
instances have not failed to occur of gross deviations from the 
mind and law of Curist, we have not unfrequently had occasion 
to rejoice over returning on and to adore the long-suffering 
and restoring grace of the good Shepherd displayed toward them. 
Our public and private services, particularly on Communion and 
prayer days, are well attended, and the presence and peace of Gop 
pervades our hearts. Our school is, upon the whole, in a satis- 
factory state; and many of the elder scholars are pretty far 
advanced. In August last, we began to keep a regular evening 
school four times a week, which has been attended by 50 to 70 
children from different estates. The books you sent us were very 
acceptable, and we shall be glad of a further supply. 

“In the course of last year, 4 adults and 38 children have been 
baptized; 49 persons received into the congregation, and 40 
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admitted to the Holy Communion: 27 have been excluded. Our 
numbers, at the close of 1830, were as follow :—Communicants, 
618; baptized adults, 245; baptized children, 354; candidates for 
baptism and new people, 209; excluded, or under Church disci- 
pline, 80. Total under our care, 1512.” 


Note.—Various particulars of the partial insurrection among the 
negroes in this island, (alluded to in Brother Harvey’s letter,) having 
been already laid before the public, it is not thought necessary here 
to repeat them. The following extract from the private diary of 
one of our Missionaries at St. John’s, may not, however, be unac- 
ceptable, as it displays the mercy of the Lorp vouchsafed to the 
mission at that place during this anxious period, and records the 
devout and eager attendance of the negroes on the means of grace, 
as often as circumstances permitted. That a member of one of 
the country congregations should have been implicated in the acts 
of lawless violence, committed on this occasion, is a truly painful 
occurrence, and one well calculated to humble us, and to excite a 
spirit of greater watchfulness and prayer, on the part of ourselves 
and our brethren. It will, however, be borne in mind, that congre- 
gations, so numerous as those in Antigua, and whose members are 
placed under circumstances so unfavorable to constant pastoral over- 
sight, are peculiarly exposed to trials of this description. That tares 
do find entrance among the wheat, is known to all Curist’sservants, 
and that our missionary brethren are not exempt from this experi- 
ence, is proved by the necessity of excluding unfaithful members, 
to which they are frequently compelled to resort. 


Sunday, March 20th. This being the day appointed for the 
abolition of the Sunday-market, we did not expect to see a nume- 
rous attendance at church, because we heard, that many of the 
negroes thought they were forbidden to come to town, as they 
were not allowed to bring burdens with them. But we were 
agreeably disappointed to see the body of the church and galleries 
so full, that many could not find seats at the morning service. At 
the Holy Communion, 360 were afterward present. At the even- 
ing worship, also, the church was pretty well attended, although 
there had been disorders in the market-place. 

Tuesday 22d. As we were not fully acquainted with the disturb- 
ances which had broken out in the country, and all seemed quiet 
in town this morning, several of our number set off between 9 and 
10 o’clock to Cedar-hall, to be present at the baptism of the little 
son of Brother and Sister Thraen; but a short time after we arrived 
there, we were alarmed with the news, that part of an estate near 
town was on fire, and soon after the baptism, a messenger came to 
inform us, that it was the large cane-piece belonging to Gamble’s 
estate, immediately behind our church and premises, a road only 
being between. It was, however, put out before the messenger 
left town, and all was safe; yet we felt so much for Sisters Harvey 
and Newby, who had been left at home with four children, that we 
set off immediately, and were truly thankful, on our arrival there, 
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to find that the crowd which had come to assist in extinguishing 
the flames, had dispersed. This had been effected the more easily 
owing to a false alarm of fire in another quarter, just at the time 
when all had done what they could here. We felt thankful for 
the exertions that had been made by all classes of people, who 
crowded to the spot on the first alarm ; many who could not do 
much, knelt down in the yard and prayed aloud, that the Lorp 
would in mercy spare the church. These prayers He graciously 
; answered in a very remarakable manner; for, at first, when the 
fire broke out, the wind was north, and blew the smoke and flames 
so directly toward the church, that it was diflicult to discern 
whether that or the canes were burning ; but suddenly the wind 
shifted round to the south, and thus, not the slightest damage was 
done to our premises. 

Friday ‘ 25th, passed over without any fresh alarm. In the 
evening, about 8 o’clock, was a slight shock of an earthquake. 

Sunday 27th. We had public service at the usual time in the 
morning, and afterward met to read the history of Palm-Sunday ; 
but the evening meeting was omitted. There was a pretty good 
attendance, but many remained at home, having been informed 
that there would be no service at all, for which we were sorry. 
Brother Harvey preached a very appropriate sermon on the occa- 
sion, from the text, All things work together for good, to them that 
, love Gop, &c. 

Monday and Tuesday. We had the reading-meetings at 12 
o’clock at noon; and on Wednesday and Thursday, at half-past 
’ 4 o’clock, as we were unable to hold our services in the evening, 
, on account of martial law. ‘Tuesday evening, Brother Harvey visit- 
ed, in jail, the poor negro, John, belonging to Newfield, who had 
been condemned to die, for having set fire to a piece of cane belong- 
ing to his master, the Hon. Mr. Nuge nt. His trial had lasted three 
days, and no doubt of his guilt appeared to rest on the minds, 
either of the court or jury. ‘Brother Harvey repeated his visit on 
Wednesday morning at half past 7 o’clock, and afterward Brother 
. Coleman accompanied him to attend the poor man to the place of 
L execution. It was an awful morning for us all! 

Friday, April 1st. The services were held as usual in the 
middle of the day. 

Saturday the 2d. There was a full market to-day, and all 
went off peaceably. 

Easter-Sunday the 3d. The town was very quiet. We omitted 
our usual service at sunrise, to prevent any confusion or alarm, on 
account of the people coming so carly; at half past 11 o’clock we 
met, however, to pray the Easter-morning litany, and to read the 
history of our Lord’s resurrection. Brother Harvey afterward 
preached from the words, Because I live, ye shall live also. Then 
followed the meeting for the members of the congregation. It is 
thought that there were above 2000 persons at church this day, of 
whom at least 500 had to stand without. 
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ST. KITTS. 
A LETTER FROM BROTHER G. ROBBINS. 
“ Basseterre, May 6th, 1831. 

“Dear Brotuer,—We are still waiting with some anxiety, to 
hear that the needful arrangements have been made for securing 
to us the two acres of land, kindly promised by the owners of 
Profit Estate, for the formation of a third settlement. Perhaps 
the desired intelligence is already on its way to us. We are, 
meanwhile, proceeding with our accustomed labors, which the 
Lorp still deigns to bless. Of outward difficulties we have our 
share; the long-continued drought, which blighted the prospects 
both of the planter and the negro, have been attended with a great 
advance in the price of provisions, and with general distress 
among all classes. May the Lorp soon grant us fruitful showers. 

“ Between Easter 1830 and 1831, forty-three persons became 
partakers of the Holy Communion; 21 adults were baptized ; 40 
received into the congregation; 18 were re-admitted; and 74 
persons were added to the class of candidates. Last Sunday, we 
had our usual prayer-day, when we had the joy to baptize 2 men; 
4 persons were at the same time received into the congregation; 
3 re-admitted; and 21 persons added to the candidates’ class. 
The feeling of our Lorp’s presence, when we are met in His name, 
and the evidence afforded us, that He is pleased to accept our poor 
endeavors to serve Him, make every burden light.” 
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FROM BROTHER J. SHICK. 
. “ Basseterre, February 4th, 1831. 

“Dear BrotuEr,—By the kindness of some friends at Bedford 
and Tytherton, to whom we beg to offer our best thanks, we were 
enabled, at Christmas, to distribute little presents to about 120 
girls belonging to our school; the female teachers were, likewise, 
not forgotten. All expressed great delight and gratitude, at these 
tokens of Christian remembrance. The number that assembled 
at a love-feast on Christmas day, was 547, of whom 194 were 
boys, and 353 girls. As we have no teachers who receive a 
regular salary, we are particularly desirous to have it in our power 
to gratify our well-meaning assistants. Although, when I first 
undertook the management of our schools at this place, I consi- 
dered myself very unequal to the task, I can thankfully declare, 
that the Lorp has hitherto helped me through all difficulties, and 
I now feel quite happy amid the crowd of negro children, by whom 
T am continually surrounded. With our dear fellow-laborers we 
are quite at home, and are much attached to this congregation ; 
yet the poor state of my dear wife’s health makes us sometimes 
desirous to live in the country, where there is a better circulation 
of air. We are, however, in this respect, also, resigned to the 
Lorp’s will concerning us.” 
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FROM BROTHER J. D. SEITZ. 
“* Bethesda, May 7th, 1831. 

* Dear Brotrner,—Since the beginning of this year, several of 
our teachers have been particularly active in keeping evening- 
schools on the estates, and bringing the children regularly to 
school on Sunday. As the children showed great anxiety to learn 
to read, [ commenced ah evening school at Bethesda twice a week, 
which is attended by 60 or 70 scholars; and we have had the 
pleasure to see that our labor is not in vain. On Palm-Sunday, the 
children sang a number of hymns with cheerful voices, and repeated 
various texts of Scripture, to the gratification of all present. 

“Concerning our congregation, I can declare, that notwith- 
standing manifold defects, there are many of its members who have 
truly received grace, and testify their love to Jesus, by keeping 
his commandments. The speaking with the baptized and com- 
municants is always a means of blessing to my own heart. Last 
Sunday I preached at Lavington, and was again impressed with 
the importance of the establishment of a Missionary station in 
that neighborhood. May the Lorp be pleased to remove the dif- 
ficulties that have hitherto stood in the way of this undertaking.” 

) The negro congregations at Basseterre and Bethesda, at the 
| close of the year 1830, consisted of the following numbers :-— 

At Basseterre—Communicants, 772; baptized adults, 702 ; ditto, 
children, 712—2186; candidates for baptism, new people, and 
excluded, 990; total, 3176 ; 


’ Bethesda—Communicants, 408; baptized adults, 313; ditto, 
) children, 429—1150; candidates for baptism, &c., 717; total, 
1867. 
1 
p 
) BARBADOES. 
"9 ( Before the late Hurricane.) 
1 EXTRACT OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER JOHN TAYLOR. 
6 ** Sharon, March 15th, 1831. 
a * Dear Brotrner,—At our first communion this year, we had 
rT the pleasure to admit 6 persons as partakers, and 6 as candidates. 
st On the following prayer-day, 7 adults were baptized and 13 added 
i- to the class of catechumens. Several of our old communicants 
e, have departed within a short time, and most of them were interred 
id in our burial-ground. On such occasions we have an opportunity 
m of addressing the relations and friends of the deceased, on the 
ve importance of seeking the one thing needful; and many who have 
5 thus heard the Gospel for the first time, have become regular 
es hearers at chapel, and by degrees been brought into closer fellow- 
om ship with the Lorp’s people. Such circumstances cause us to 
he rejoice ; but alas! painful occurrences are not ting. Last 


Sunday, we had to exclude several members. One of the number 
was the first child baptized by our Missionaries in this island, in 
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the year 1791. In 1814, he became a received member. On being 
charged with an offence, he confessed his guilt, and seemed very 
penitent. A few weeks ago he was taken dangerously ill, and I 
visited him in Bridgetown, where he has lived many years. He 
told me that he looked upon his sickness as a punishment for his 
transgression, and appeared very much impressed with the neces- 
sity of turning to the Lorp with all his heart. We trust that the 
good Shepherd will follow, and bring back this poor straying sheep. 
Brother Zippel and his wife are well, and diligent in their call- 
ing. ‘The Sunday services at Mount Tabor, are better attended 
by the negroes at Haynesfield, ever since directions were sent out 
by the worthy proprietor of that estate, to allow them every 
Saturday to work in their grounds and to go to market. Seve- 
ral members of that little flock continue to walk as becometh the 
Gospel, especially some negroes from two adjoining estates, who 
have proved a good salt unto others. One of them who learned to 
read in his Bible when I lived there, is now a chapel servant; Bro- 
ther Zippel informs me that he carries a text book continually in 
his pocket, and that he makes the word of Gop his daily medita- 
tion, while faithfully attending to his master’swork.” 
: “ May 21st. 
“On the 27th of March, we had the pleasure to welcome Bro- 
ther Morrish and his wife, after a prosperous voyage of thirty- 
seven days from Bristol. May the Lorp make them accepted 
servants in His house, and long preserve them in health and 
strength for the performance of that work to which they have so 
cheerfully devoted themselves. They arrived on Palm-Sunday, 
just in time to share with us, the blessings of the Passion-week. 
On Easter-Sunday our congregation was increased by the baptism 
or reception of 7 adults, and the addition of 17 persons to the class 
of candidates. Between Easfer 1830, and Easter 1831, 54 adults 
were baptized at Sharon; 8 received into the congregation; and 
48 admitted to the holy Communion. At Mount Tabor, during 
the same period, 9 were baptized or received, and 7 admitted to 
the holy Communion. We commend ourselves and our negro 
flocks to your brotherly remembrance. The latter consisted of 
the following numbers at the close of the year 1830 :— 

Sharon.—Communicants, 207; baptized adults, 200; ditto, 
children, 153—560; candidates for baptism, 105; new people, 200; 
excluded, butstill in attendance on the means of grace, 16; total, 881. 
At Mount Tabor.—Communicants, 21; baptized adults, 30; 
ditto, children, 29—80 ; candidates for baptism, &c., 69 ; total, 149. 





































TOBAGO. 
EXTRACT OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER W. EBERMAN. 
“ Montgomery, April 13th, 1831. 


“Dear B@@ruer,—The work committed to us, in this island, 
proceeds in spite of the machinations of Satan, whose power and 
subtilty are continually exerted for its overthrow. Through the 
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mercy of Gop, we are not, however, ignorant of his devices, and 
grace and strength have hitherto been afforded us, to withstand 
them. The Gospel has already approved itself as the power of 
Gop unto salvation, to many souls, who were lately immersed in 
sin and sensuality. With deep humiliation and gratitude, we 
behold the crowded auditories that now assemble in our small 
church, and listen with seriousness to the word of life. Every 
evening during the Passion-week, and especially on Good-Friday 
and Easter-Sunday, the attendance was beyond all former exam- 
ple; on the latter festivals, many were obliged to remain without. 
On Easter-Sunday, 10 adults and 7 children were baptized into 
the death of Jesus, and 13 added to the class of candidates for 
baptism. Our negro congregation consists at present of 65 
members. 
* June 30th, 1831. 

‘“‘ On the 23d instant, this island was visited by a dreadful hur- 
ricane ; the devastation which it has effected, is great and widely 
spread, and will, no doubt, be reported in all the public prints. I 
shall, therefore, confine myself, in the following account, to what 
has happened to ourselves and the mission premises, and I make 
no doubt that you and all your friends will thank and praise the 
Lorp with us, for the mercy which we have experienced. A 
heavy gale from the north, which blew during the whole night, 
between the 22d and 23d, formed the prelude to the approaching 
tempest. Toward morning it had abated, but the appearance of 
the sky portended a speedy renewal. About 9 o’clock, A. M., 
the wind suddenly shifted to the south-east, and began to blow 
with increased violence ; the rain, meanwhile, falling in torrents, 
accompanied with thunder and lightning. In less than an hour it 
blew a perfect hurricane, and we were thankful to take refuge in 
the kitchen and pantry adjoining the house, which being furnished 
with strong shutters, afforded a better protection against the raging 
elements. The painters having a few days before, taken out the 
window sashes in the upper story, and erected scaffolds for paint- 
ing the new building outside, the rain poured down in torrents 
into every part of the old and new houses, covering the floors to 
the depth of two to three inches. By 12 o’clock the storm, which 
now blew from the south-west, had reached its height; we could 
distinctly hear the cracking of boards and the falling of planks on 
all sides of us. One of the latter was thrown upon the roof under 
which we stood, and another was afterward found lying in the 
gulley, at a considerable distance from the house. Our place of 
retreat began to appear no longer safe; but what other could we 
find? In our distress, we took our refuge to prayer; we cried 
aloud to the Lorp to spare us, and He graciously heard and an- 
swered our petition. About two o’clock, P. M., the gale began to 
abate, and I could shortly after venture out to secure the window 
sashes that were blown in, and were still hanging by the ropes. 
On examination, I was thankful to find far less infury sustained 
than I had anticipated. The spouts are all torn from the roof and 
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sides of the houses and broken to pieces, the garden fences are 
destroyed, and many of our fruit trees and vegetables ruined; a 
trifling loss, compared with that which others have sustained. 
Toward evening the tempest recommenced, and continued till 
after midnight, but with diminished violence. Oh how thankful 
were we to enjoy a few hours’ rest after so many of fatigue and 
alarm ! 
*“ August 1, 1831. 


“Tam sorry that, owing to the state of weakness to which I 
have been reduced by severe and repeated attacks of colic, I am 
unable at present to give you all the information I could wish con- 
cerning the progress of this mission. Brother Zetsche, who 
arrived here with his wife and child on the first of July, will, how- 
ever, be able to supply this deficiency, at least in part, for on him 
has chiefly devolved, during the last few weeks, the care of our 
small but increasing congregation. In general, I may declare, 
that, notwithstanding many difficulties and embarrassments, the 
work of the Lorp among the negroes in this island continues to 
prosper; and that we have every reason to feel encouraged by the 
prospect before us. 

‘From the painful disorder to which I have already alluded, I 
have been suffering, more or less, for nearly two months. More 
than once I have been apparently brought to the verge of the grave 
by the severity of its attacks; and though it has thus far pleased 
the Lorp to spare me, and even to grant me temporary relief, I 
feel my strength gradually declining, and fear that I shall be under 
the necessity of soliciting permission to retire, at least for a 
season, from the scene of my agreeable labors, and to try the effect 
ofa more healthful climate. The doctor gives me no hope of 
complete recovery, without a change of this kind. Under these 
circumstances, [ commend myself, with peculiar earnestness, to 
your affectionate remembrance and prayers.” 


FROM BROTHER G. H. ZETSCHE. 


“« Montgomery, July 16, 1831. 

“ Dear Brotuer,—I am thankful to be able to inform you 
that we arrived at this place on the Ist instant, after a safe and toler- 
ably pleasant passage of six weeks, having, by the Lorp’s mercy, 
escaped the violent hurricane which raged in this island and the 
neighboring seas on the 23d of June, destroying much property, 
and causing the loss of several vessels in the port of Scarborough. 
We were received in much love by Brother Eberman and his wife, 
and soon found ourselves very comfortably lodged in the apartments 
which have been lately added to the original Mission-house. The 
situation of the settlement pleases us much. It stands on a rising 
ground, near the western extremity of the island, and commands 
a very extensive and interesting prospect. Around us are a num- 
ber of well-cultivated estates, upon which we can count upward 
of twenty sugar-mills. ‘To the seaward appears the Island of 


° 








re 


ill 
ul 
ad 


im 
n- 
ho 
w- 
im 
yur 
re, 
he 

to 
the 


ore 
ive 


der 


fect 
» of 
ese 

to 


ls 
you 
ler- 
recy, 
the 
rty, 
igh. 
vife, 
ents 
The 
sing 
inds 
um- 
vard 


1 of 








FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIEs. 279 





Trinidad, and at a yet greater distance is seen, in clear weather, 
one of the headlands of the contiguous coast of Guiana. 

“Very shortly after our arrival, our dear Brother Eberman 
experienced another severe attack of his painful illness. For some 
days we were very doubtful how it would terminate ; and though 
it has pleased the Lorp partially to restore him, we cannot but 
feel extremely anxious concerning the issue, particularly as the 
doctor has given us to understand, that he will always be liable to 
a return of the complaint. Under these circumstances, as you 
may suppose, a larger portion of duty has fallen to our lot than 
we felt ourselves, as new comers, properly qualified to undertake. 
Yet, thus far the Lorp has graciously helped us. The public 
services on Sunday continue to be numerously attended, and many 
of the negroes appear to be under real concern for the salvation 
of their souls. Owing to the small number of persons who are 
in full church-fellowship with us, we have not hitherto been able 
to introduce the various regulations usual in our missions. We 
are, as yet, without native assistants and chapel-servants, and must, 
as far as possible, perform their duties ourselves. Their appoint- 
ment, whenever it takes place, will be a great benefit to the mission. 
We still preach on three plantations, lying about eight miles to the 
northward, and generally spend three or four days, on such occa- 
sions, in visiting and instructing the negroes. The Sunday 
schools, which have been seriously interrupted by Brother Eber- 
man’s illness, we are about to recommence, and pray the Lorp 
to grant His blessing on them, as likewise on the weekly schools 
which we hold on three neighboring estates.” 


JAMAICA. 
FROM BROTHER JOHN ELLIs. 
“* Fairfield, July 8th, 1831. 

“Dear Brotuer,—Before I attempt a reply to your kind 
letters of April 6th and 20th, or enter on subjects more imme- 
diately connected with the progress of this mission, a sense of 
duty compels me to communicate to you an event which has 
recently occurred within the sphere of our labors, and which has 
deprived us of a valued and respected brother, and the mission of 
a sincere friend. 

“ On the 24th of last month, Mr. John Foster, of the Bogue, 
was taken seriously ill with bilious fever, under which he labored, 
with but short intermissions, till the evening of the 30th, when, in 
a very gentle manner, he reached the close of his earthly pilgrim- 
age. In the course of that day, as well as on the day preceding, 
I had several very satisfactory conversations with him on the 
subject of his approaching departure. He expressed himself quite 
resigned to the Lorp’s will, but added, that though for his own 
sake he had no desire to recover, he should wish to be spared a 
little longer, for the sake of his dear daughter, and his absent 
family in England. His sentiments, and the state of his heart, he 
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said, were expressed in the language of a favorite hymn,—* My 
soul before Thee prostrate lies,” &c. (Hymn book, No. 518.) He 
frequently declared his only plea to be that of the publican, and 
that notwithstanding a deep sense of his unworthiness, he relied 
with unshaken faith, ‘on the merits and atonement of his Redeemer. 
His remains were conveyed from the mansion-house at the Bogue, 
on the evening after his departure, to the vestry-room adjoining 
New Eden Chapel, where they continued till the next morning, 
being surrounded during the night by hundreds of the poor discon- 
solate negroes, belonging to his own and the adjoining estates, of 
which he had lately undertaken the management. The loud 
expressions of grief, in which the negroes indulged, manifested, in 
the strongest and most affecting manner, how much he was 
endeared to them. At 11 o’clock on Saturday morning, a large 
company of the most respectable inhabitants having assembled at 
New Eden, we entered on the solemn funeral service, which was 
performed, according to the usage of our Church, with a discourse 
in the chapel, and the reading of the Litany at the grave. The 
mortal remains of our departed brother rest by the side of those 
of his fellow-townsman, our late Brother Timaeus. 

“ Brother Pfeiffer, of New Eden, and his wife, who are staying 
with us at present for the benefit of their health, beg to be affec- 
tionately remembered to you. He would have written by this 
packet, but is suddenly attacked by a complaint in his eyes. The 
other members of our mission-conference are in tolerable health. 
Our venerable Brother Light is not without his infirmities, but the 
Christian courage with which he bears up under them, is an edifi- 
cation to us all. Brother Ricksecker writes as follows, in a letter 
received from him yesterday—‘ I was lately somewhat fearful of 
a return of my old complaint, (the jaundice ;) but the Lorp will 
not permit me to be inactive, now that we begin to perceive more 
spiritual life than heretofore, among the negroes around us. In 
this neighborhood, it is rather a sickly time among persons of all 
classes.’ At New Carmel, the Brethren Scholefield and Renkewitz 
continue to see much fruit of their labors. Brother Zorn has also 
the joy to see, that the preaching of the Gospel in the neighbor- 
hood of New Fulnec is accompanied with the demonstration of 
the Holy Spirit. ‘The church is nearly finished, and we propose 
opening it on the 14th August. We have not received any further 
contributions toward it from our more opulent neighbors, but 
several of the negroes have thrown in their mite, to the amount of 
about 18/. sterling. Here, at Fairfield, we continue to have much 
cause of encouragement. Many of those who have embraced the 
Gospel, within the last few years, appear to live in the enjoyment 
of its blessings, and to be desirous that others should become 
partakers of them. We have lately begun to preach at Somerset, 
on Sundays, as well as occasionally on week-days, and we pray 
that the Lorp may grant His blessing on our testimony. The 
school at that place, and the day and Sunday school here, main- 
tain their number, but do not increase. 








ww 


whe,’ = ww ” 


~ 


OrrmenA Demi VN = 


7 OS SO 





FROM THE BRITISH WEST INDIES. 231 


“August 30, 1831. 

* The enclosed letter contains the particulars of several offers, 
which have lately been made to us, for the extension of our labors 
in this island, all of which we would most thankfully accept, had 
we the men and the means requisite for this purpose. One situa- 
tion we have already engaged to occupy, as a school and a preach- 
ing place. It is about five miles from Canaan, where, you know, 
a proposal was, some time since, made to u&, to form an establish- 
ment of this kind; but the advantages in favor of the former are 
very great. At New Bethlehem, as our friend, Mr. Miller, pro- 
poses to call it, we are on the summit of the mountain; at Canaan, 
we are at its foot, and exactly to leeward of it, on land which is 
little, if at all, elevated above the level of the sea. At the latter 
place, we have one of the worst kinds of West Indian climates ; 
at the former, the temperature is almost that of Europe, and there 
are, I should suppose, nearly ten times as many inhabitants in the 
higher as in the lower district. The land is about to be purchased 
for a very reasonable consideration, of a Mr. George Mullen, a 
free person of color, who can give an indisputable title. The place 
referred to is on the eastern verge of the Santa Cruz Mountains, 
a little to the south of due west from Fairfield. The building we 
propose to erect will be fifty feet by thirty, and the whole charge 
upon the school fund, including the purchase of the land, will 
hardly exceed 100/. sterling. The remainder of the expense, 
estimated at about three times that sum, we hope will be defrayed 
by collections in the island. 

“ You will be glad to hear that an arrangement has been made 
between the parties, who claimed original possession of the 
ground on which the Beaufort school house was built, and that 
our title is confirmed. We are truly thankful for this result, 
which we at one time hardly ventured to hope for, and shall take 
immediate measures for the restoration of the building, which we 
were lately compelled to remove. On the whole, we have reason 
to think that this unpleasant affair will prove to have been rather 
serviceable to our cause than otherwise.” 


FROM BROTHER JACOB ZORN. 
“ Spring Vale, Sept. 1, 1831. 

“ Dear Brotuer,—For the very kind and powerful manner in 
which our esteemed friends of the London Association, in their 
report and address, have supported our application for assistance, 
we feel truly thankful. Now that the chapel is completed, and we 
know that we shall require about 400/. sterling from the liberality 
of the friends of missions at home, to pay off the debt incurred, 
our confidence in the Lorp is strengthened by such evidences of 
kind participation. We desire in this, as well as in every thing 
else, to “cast all our care upon Him who careth for us, and to 
whom it is nothing to help, whether with many or with them that 
have no power.’ You may imagine that our-hearts were filled 
with gratitude to our Redeemer, when, on the 14th of last month, 
Vou. VI.—36 
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we appeared, for the first time, in our newly-erected church, 
solemnly to dedicate it to the worsbip of the triune Gop. When 
the children commenced with the hymn, ‘ Before Jenovan’s awful 
throne,’ we felt as if we should prostrate ourselves before him, 
exclaiming, ‘ This is the Lorv’s doing, it is marvellous in our 
eyes.’ ‘The number of persons, of all classes, who were present 
that day, amounted, by estimation, to upward of 1,000, for our 
chapel will easily cont&in 700, and several hundreds were standing 
outside. The different meetings were attended with our Saviour’s 
blessing, and it was a particular cause of joy, that eight adults 
were ingrafted into the Christian Church by holy baptism, and 
seven received into the covenant of our brotherly union, beside 
a number added to the class of candidates. In the congregation 
meeting and love-feast, which concluded the solemnities of the 
day, we remembered, with thankfulness to our divine Protector, 
that not a single accident had befallen any of the workmen en- 
gaged in the erection of the chapel, and were delighted to point 
out to our little flock the testimonies of affection which our negro 
brethiren and sisters at other stations had given them. The con- 
gregation at Fairfield had collected a sum of money, and paid for 
the pulpit, which will always be remembered as their present to 
the chapel. In the same manner the congregation at New Eden 
made us a present of the communion table, and that at New 
Carmel of a small church bell. 

Since the consecration of the chapel, which is certainly a very 
durable and airy building, two Sundays have passed, and we have 
had an encouraging attendance, on the former day of about 250, 
and on the latter of 320 persons. This may be looked upon as 
the average attendance ; but at the end of the year we hope, with 
the Lorp’s blessing, to report the number augmented to 400 
regular hearers every Sabbath. - It is sometimes said, that mis- 
sionary journals must be understood with limitation; for that 
the zeal of those engaged in the work causes them to describe in 
glowing colors, what, to a disinterested spectator, would seem 
common or unworthy of remark. But facts are stubborn things. 
To see several hundred negroes, who had scarcely been in a place 
ef worship before, attending regularly and devoutly to the means 
of grace, (of these a far smaller proportion inattentive or asleep 
than in more civilized congregations,) and many of them throw- 
ing off, by the grace of Gop, sinful practices and old prejudices, 
although fortified by the bad example of many of their superiors, 
and all this effected in a short space of time, are facts which cannot 
be gainsaid or frittered away. Surely, we are called upon to 
thank the Lorp for thus accomplishing His designs of love and 
mercy toward many souls! The longer we are favored to labor 
among the poor negroes, the more we are convinced of our 
inability and insufficiency, without the divine aid of Him who has 
declared, ‘ without me you can do nothing.’ Transactions con- 
nected with our ministry, which at first seemed plain and easy, 
now often cause us to cry unto Him for direction. To avoid the 
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two extremes of laxity and severity in admitting adults to holy 
baptism, often becomes a matter of doubt and difficulty. For 
while, on the one hand, we should not Jay too much stress on the 
evidence afforded by a change in the outward conduct before bap- 
tism, for fear of the candidates imbibing the opinion, that they can 
be saved by their good works, we must, on the other hand, guard 
against the intrusion into the Christian Church of such, as neither 
know the signification of that holy ordinance, nor are desirous to 
walk in newness of life. In such a dilemma, there is no other 
resource than to turn to our gracious Gop in prayer and supplica- 
tion for His direction; and thus we feel comforted and strengthen- 
ed to go on, ‘ giving ourselves wholly to the ministry committed 
to us, that as stewards we be found faithful.’ Nor is it the least 
support we feel, to know ourselves collectively named in the 
supplications of so many men of Gop in all parts of the globe. 

“When I said before, that we should require about 400/. ster- 
ling from our friends at home, the expenses of the chapel only 
were included; we shall want nearly as much more to put up a 
dwelling house near it. Being, however, in possession of a com- 
fortable home, though upward of a mile from the chapel, we are 
willing to submit to the inconvenience, till we see how the Lorp 
will incline the hearts of pious friends in Great Britain. What 
we are sorry for, is, that our not living near the chapel prevents 
our being as useful as we could wish, to that part of the population 
which is most in want of instruction. We dare not despond when 
we are convinced that there are thousands in Great Britain, who 
unite in the sentiments of King David :—‘ Who are we, that we 
should be asxe to offer so wiLuinGty after this sort? for all 
things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. The 
store that we have prepared, to build thee a house for thy holy 
name, cometh of thy hand, and is all thine own.’ 

“Of our schools we cannot say much, but in my next I hope to 
give you some further account of them. You will have heard, 
from Brother Ellis, of the many calls to new places which we con- 
tinue to receive. If the missionary mantle would descend on 
some of our brethren in England and America, we could employ 
several more, and do not doubt that the means for beginning, on a 
small scale, would be found. Truly, the harvest is great ; may the 
Lorp stir up more laborers! In the last three months we have 
accepted, or are about to accept, three offers for out-posts, or 
preaching places. Brother Scholefield has already begun at 
Shapton, near Bluefields. It is near Belmont, which you will find 
on the map. Between Fairfield and New Fulnec, we shall attend 
to a preaching place near Malvern, in the Santa Cruz Mountains. 
Within seven miles of it there is a population of from 3000 to 4000 
negroes, about 40 of whom, though residing at a distance of 12 to 
18 miles from Fairfield, already attend there. The third place 
will probably be cared for by our brethren at New-Eden and Fair- 
field. It is in the Mile Gully district, and is intended for the 
advantage of negroes belonging to those congregations, who live 
ata very great distance. 
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‘Brother and Sister Ricksecker have been ailing again: this 
is the worst time of the year. The island has been visited by the 
small pox, and since, by dangerous fevers, dysentery, &c., as was 
anticipated by many in consequence of the long drought at the 
commencement of the year.” 


[From the “ Periodical Accounts,” &c.] 
SOUTH AFRICA. 
EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM BROTHER H. P. HALLBECK. 


“ Gnadenthal, April 30-—May 12, 1831. 

“Dear Brotuer,—In answer to your kind inquiry regarding 
my health, Iam thankful to be able to state, that it is as good as 
ever, and that it is my fervent wish to devote that health and 
strength, which have again been vouchsafed to me, entirely to the 
service of the merciful Giver. But oh! how much is yet wanting 
to the fulfilment of that wish. When I consider what I ought to 
be, and what I might perform, if always actuated by divine zeal, 
and how little comparatively is done, [ stand ashamed. Yet, I 
trust that the promise which I made during my last illness, and 
which formed, at that solemn season, the chief subject of my medi- 
tation, is not altogether lost sight of. There is full scope here for 
the exercise of all the energies of mind and body, and encourage- 
ment enough not to be weary of the work. In our large congre- 
gation at Gnadenthal there is, indeed, abundant room for improve- 
ment, both in internals and externals ; but, amidst all imperfections, 
the mighty influence of the word of the cross is evident to 
every one who is acquainted with the state of the people; and 
it becomes particularly striking, when the condition of our Hot- 
tentots is compared with that of their less favored countrymen in 
other parts of the colony. The present course of our congrega- 
tion appears to us all particularly encouraging; and in speaking 
with our communicants this morning, we were anew convinced 
that the celebration of the festivals of our Saviour’s passion and 
resurrection, on which occasion 77 adults obtained an advance in 
the privileges of the Church, made a lasting impression on the 
hearts of many. The happy peace and tranquillity which prevail 
in the place, the almost total absence of any thing like disagree- 
ment between brother and brother, the seriousness of many young 
persons, formerly trifling or refractory, and the diligent attend- 
ance on the means of grace, are all pleasing proofs, that the Lorp 
and His Spirit have not forsaken us, for which we have indeed 
reason to feel thankful. But we must always rejoice with trem- 
bling, and our thanksgivings must be mingled with prayer and 
supplications, knowing, as we do, by long experience, the subtlety 
of the enemy of souls, the weakness of our flock, and the insuffi- 
ciency of the watchmen. In this, I trust, we are joined by all real 
followers of the Lamb, and to their faithful intercession I am 
inclined, in a great measure, to ascribe the blessings which we are 
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favored to enjoy, and the consideration of which, at this moment, 
moves me almost to tears. 

“The last accounts from Groenekloof were also of a more 
pleasing character ; and there was a shaking among the dry bones 
during the late passion-week, on which occasion 11 adults were 
baptized. 

“I have this morning received a letter from Brother Tietze, by 
which I learn that every thing goes on in its usual way at the leper 
hospital, and that one of the poor sufferers departed to our Saviour 
in a very happy frame of mind. Brother and Sister Hornig 
arrived safe in Enon on the 28th of March, after a rather tedious 
journey, owing to the unusually frequent, and sometimes heav 
rains, which have lasted for more than three months, and which 
remind me of the wet summer in Ireland in 1814. The last ad- 
vices from Shiloh (the new settlement on the Klipplaat,) are dated 
April 13th, when the population of that rapidly increasing station 
amounted to upward of 400 souls. In the month of January five 
Tambookies were baptized, and at Easter five more became candi- 
dates for baptism. 'The Missionaries very naturally lament, that 
they cannot give the history of our Saviour’s last days and suffer- 
ings, as fully as they wish, and only by means of interpretation ; 
but the Lorp caused His blessing to rest on their imperfect 
stammering. They were waiting for the masons, for whom every 
thing was in readiness, the foundation being already dug for a 
church, school, and dwelling house, on the new site. You will 
remember, we were at first concerned about the want of timber in 
the neighborhood, but, strange to tell, they now purchase beams, 
planks, &c., at Shiloh, fully as cheap as at Enon. ‘They are 
brought to them by the Hottentots on Kat river. It is evident that 
the Lorp has pointed out to us the right spot, and the proper 
time. ‘There is no part of Caffraria so populous as the neighbor- 
hood of Shiloh, which is the farthest removed from the colonial 
frontier. 

“Owing to the unusually rainy weather, we have not hitherto 
been able to procure the planks necessary to fit up the interior of 
our infant school house; we intend, however, Gop willing, to open 
the institution on the 27th instant. A few days ago, we held an 
examination of our girls’ school. Of 117 children present, 62 
could read the Harmony of the Four Gospels, which is the book 
we chiefly make use of, and of that number 57 were really good 
readers; only five, who had lately entered the reading-class, 
occasionally made a mistake. When the school for younger child- 
ren comes into operation, there will be more time in the present 
school to teach writing, which will be a great advantage to the 
elder scholars. 

“Last week I spent a few days at Hemel-en-Aarde; Brother 
Tietze and his wife were well, and the mission in a pleasing state. 
The number of patients was, however, on the decrease, as the 
lepers are detained in the different villages, that the district sur- 
geons may have opportunities of trying some new methods of cure. 
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““My last advices from Shiloh, were dated May 17th. The 
Tambookies continue to flock to the settlement, so that the num- 
ber living with our brethren had already increased to five hundred. 
This is no doubt encouraging ; yet, on the other hand, we cannot 
but be apprehensive of unpleasant consequences, arising from the 
great disproportion between the converts to Christianity, and the 
mere settlers, however well disposed the latter may be; especially 
before the resources of the place have been developed. The vast 
herds of cattle will, at all events, require more extended pasturage, 
and a considerable number of the inhabitants will have to spend 
much of their time at a distance from the means of instruction. 
The masons having arrived toward the end of April, our brethren 
were busily occupied with the erection of the new mission-house. 
Mapas keeps at a distance, and appears to be under the influence 
of the prince of darkness. With a view to discover the cause of 
certain disorders prevailing among his people, he lately employed 
some sorcerers, who declared that they were bewitched by the 
mother and sister of my old acquaintance Jolopo, the brother of 
Bowana. The poor females were, in consequence, tortured to 
death, and Jolopo killed himself that he might not be a witness of 
their sufferings. How awful are the habitations of darkness ! 

“ July 4th. 

“‘T must devote the little leisure at my disposal this morning, to 
the relation of an affecting and melancholy occurrence, which took 
place here on the 27th ult. Between 9 and 10 o’clock P. M., 
when most of us had retired to rest, we were suddenly alarmed by 
the cry of “ Fire!” We soon discovered that the wagon-house 
belonging to the smithy, was in flames, and before help could be 
afforded, the building was nearly half consumed. There appeared 
but little probability of saving the house occupied by Brother 
Schultz and his wife, and the storé-room adjoining ; and indeed all 
our premises were, for a season, in imminent danger. Provi- 
dentially, there was not a breath of wind stirring, and as the 
thatched roofs were moistened by a recent shower of rain, our 
faithful Hottentots succeeded, under the divine blessing, in saving 
the last mentioned building, and only the wagon-house was con- 

- sumed with most of its contents. For this signal preservation, we 
felt truly thankful to the Lord of the elements; but our gratitude 
was intermingled with poignant sorrow, when we ascertained that 
this visitation had been the means of the sudden departure of 
Brother Schultz, by an apoplectic stroke. He appears to have 
been the first to discover the flames, which were only six feet from 
his bed-chamber ; and so violent was the shock, that a few minutes 
after he dropped down in his room, and almost instantly expired. 
Sister Schultz had been confined to her bed for several days, by a 
renewed attack of illness, and was carried out of the house as soon 
as the danger was discovered, but is now getting better. As the 
house served likewise as a store for charcoal, and some Hottentots 
had that very day sold coals to Brother Schultz for the use of the 
cutlery, there can be little doubt, that latent fire was brought into 
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the house at the time ; owing to which the mission has sustained 
a two-fold loss. Our deceased brother had been led by frequent 
indisposition, to expect a sudden removal; and it is remarkable, 
that he and Sister Schultz settled their affairs only the day before, 
in anticipation of her departure; yet there was something so awful 
in this visitation, that it could not fail to make a deep impression 
on us all, as well as on the members of our Hottentot congrega- 
tion. 
“ July 15th. 

“Since the departure of Brother Schultz, the particulars of 
which I communicated in my last, I have been endeavoring to 
assist the widow, in the superintendence of the concerns formerly 
under his care. It is a great advantage to us, under the present 
circumstances, that we have several trustworthy and experienced 
Hottentots, who have been employed for twenty or thirty years in 
the service of the cutlery and smithy, and to whom we can, ina 
great measure, commit the immediate oversight of the workmen. 
I cannot help cherishing the opinion, that, in process of time, the 
several trades carried on here, for the benefit of the mission, may 
be intrusted to the more immediate management of Hottentot 
masters ; and the flourishing state of our tanning business, as well 
as the steady conduct of our Hottentot innkeeper, are indeed 
practical evidence in point. Sudden transitions are always pre- 
carious, but, by Gop’s mercy, I hope to see the Hottentots 
gradually advancing, so as, in many respects, to replace Europe- 
ans. If we could but more effectually remove certain defects in 
the training of the rising generation, which are chiefly owing to 
the limited means of their parents and their own want of educa- 
tion, the object would be of comparatively easy attainment. Yet 
we have great cause to thank our Saviour for what has already 
been accomplished; and it is a real comfort and encouragement 
for us, to know, that the advance hitherto made is steady, although 
gradual. For some weeks past, we have employed about ten 
men in pruning and clearing our groves, and thinning the trees, 
where they stand too close; and we have obtained, in this way, 
such abundance both of fuel and of useful timber, that the expense 
is far more than repaid. You would be astonished to see our 
beautiful oaks, with stems from thirty to forty feet high, and as 
straight as bambocs. 

‘I proceed to give you some account of the other stations, as 
far as my scanty information will enable me to do it. 

“On the 19th June the new dwelling house at Shiloh was nearly 
covered in, and another building for a kitchen, &c. was in pro- 
gress. The mission remained undisturbed from without, and the 
work of grace among the inhabitants continued encouraging. 
Though many of them still hanker after their accustomed super- 
stitions, they readily ask the advice of the Brethren, and generally 
obey it. When lately some of them were sick, they had a mind, 
according to their custom, to have a smelling dance, with a view 
to discover by whom the patients were bewitched ; but, when they 
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asked the opinion of the Missionaries, and were told that it was 
improper, the ceremony was omitted. On the 17th of June, 
Brother Fritsch had finished the new water-course at Enon, and 
had thereby gained so much land, that, in good years, not only 
gardening, but also agricultifre can be carried on in the vicinity of 
the settlement. Brother Lemmertz wishes to return to the Klip- 
plaat, but we are afraid that Enon, and particularly its schools, 
would suffer too much by his absence, and prefer waiting till our 
new assistants have arrived from Europe. Brother Halter cannot 
well leave Shiloh, on account of the buildings which are now in 
progress. Last Sunday, 2 adults were baptized in Hemel-en-Aarde, 
6 became candidates for baptism, and 7 were present at the holy 
Communion as spectators, 4 of whoin will be confirmed previous 
to the next Communion. Few patients have been admitted to the 
hospital of late, so ‘that the number has decreased, and amounts 
at present only to 96. The missionaries at Elim were well on 
the 29th of June, and the course of their congregation peaceful. 
With the permission of our directors at home, we shall probably 
purchase an adjoining place, suited for agriculture, for which 2000 
dollars are demanded, provided the colonial government do not 
object; and I am just going to write to head quarters on the 
subject. 

“‘I forget whether I mentioned, in the hurry of writing, on the 
4th, that on the day previous to the alarming accident which lately 
befel us, we had a most enlivening scene at this place, 13 adults 
having been baptized, and 6 received into the congregation. On 
the 10th instant we again experienced the presence of our Saviour 
at the enjoyment of the holy Communion, on which occasion 12 
persons were present as spectators, 5of whom are now under prepa- 
ratory instruction for the first enjoyment of the Sacrament. Owing 
to the sudden death of Brother Schultz, and the illness of my wife, 
I have been obliged to postpone the opening of our infant school, 
which was fixed for the 4th instant. I trust, however, it is only 
for a few weeks. The course of our congregation is, in general, 
very lively, though now and then deviations occur calculated to 
damp our spirits. Hardly a week passes without application from 
one or more strangers, for permission to dwell with us. Our 
schools and the meetings at church are well attended, and mani- 
festations of the power of the Gospel are of no rare occurrence. 
In externals also, a pleasing activity prevails on all sides. Our 
tradesmen have full employment; we have begun making mat- 
tresses, and several Hottentots have in consequence thrown away 
their sheepskin bedding. The ploughs are in full activity, and 
within these few months, seven neat and durable houses have been 
erected by the Hottentots, some of them furnished with glass 
windows, which is more than many farm houses can boast of. 
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